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Delivery driver

robbed

BY ANDY DIERKER
adierker@webujournal.com

A pizza delivery driver was
robbed at gunpoint Oct. 26
after making a delivery to the
Webster Village Apartments.

The 26-year-old driver,
Nick Caito, has worked for
the Crestwood Pizza Hut since
2003. Caito said he made a
delivery to the apartments at
10:20 p.m. and was approached
by two men as he walked back
to his car. He said at first, he
thought they were students.

“I had passed no less than
six students heading to and
from the delivery,” Caito said.
“One (of the men) passed me
to my left and got behind me.
The other stopped in front of
me and pulled out a gun — he
kept it pressed close to him so
that none of the students walk-
ing around could see it”

Caito said the man with
the gun demanded his money
while the man behind him
pulled valuables from his
pockets. The suspects took
the money from his wallet, the
money he had gotten from that
night’s deliveries and his cell

hone.

“They told me to run back
to my car or theyd shoot me,’
Caito said.

Tracy Winka, manager of
Public Safety for Webster, said
Public Safety’s role was limited
because the Webster Groves
Police were contacted first.

“When (the call) comes
from someone outside the uni-
versity, we sometimes won’t
even know about it Winka
said. “We'll assist the police
as much as we can, but when
they come on our campus, the
crime scene is turned over to
them.

Caito said the police believe
he was targeted because of the

at WVA

“car toppers” delivery drivers
often have on their vehicles.
The suspects probably saw his
car with the topper and fol-
lowed him to his delivery to
rob him.

Because of this, Winka said
it’s unlikely that Webster is in
any imminent danger of an-
other robbery.

“It doesn’t appear it was tar-
geted here,” Winka said. “And
we haven’t had any other inci-
dents, but of course I could say
that and then another incident
happens tomorrow.”

Winka said the best advice
would be for students to be ex-
tra careful when walking to or
from their cars on campus.

Caito said being robbed
made him feel sick, but was
also troubled by the way he
felt the Webster Groves Police
handled the event.

“The cops have known
about these people robbing
pizza delivery drivers for the
past couple of weeks,” Caito
said. “None have warned any
of the delivery drivers about
the thieves though. We have
police officers come in all the
time for free food, and I don’t
recall being told by any of
them that they know about a
group of men holding up de-
livery drivers.

According to a report re-
leased by Lt. Stephen Spear
of the Webster Groves Police,
there was another robbery
Oct. 10 involving a delivery
driver on the 8100 block of
Big Bend Blvd. Spear said his
department had recently con-
tacted local restaurants to let
them know about the rob-
beries, something it does as a
courtesy in cases in which they
believe there is a possibility of
more crimes.

See ROBBERY, Page 2

PUMPKIN GUTS

JENNIFER WENGER / The Journal

Freshman Audio Production'major.Elise Chi uses her hands to dig out the pumpkin entrails during the Pumpkin
Carving event Oct. 25 in the University Center Sunnen Lounge, sponsored by Campus Activities. Pumpkin carving
and extreme candy-apple making were part of SHOCKtoberfest, a weeklong Halloween celebration. The events
concluded Oct. 31 with a monster mash tailgate and trunk-or-treat and a Calabaza party in the UC Sunnen Lounge
and UC Commons. For more coverage, visit http://www.webujournal.com.

~ Luebbert resigns as MOHELA chairwoman

N ~ WHAT IS MOHELA?
 The Missouri Higher Education Loan Authority makes loans
‘and buys others from lenders, like banks, then provides them with
reduced interest payment rates and other incentives that can save
students thousands of dollars. MOHELA's benefits have received
positive recognition from NBC News, the Wall Street Journal, US
News and World Report and Business Week. 5
According to the MOHELA Web site, the organization has
~ approximately $3.8 billion in assets, and purchases more than
- $900 million in loans each year. However, fewer than 5 percent of
‘Webster students go through MOHELA, according to Jon Gruett,
- Webster’s director of financial aid.

BY JAMES CHILTON
jchilton@webujournal.com

The chairwoman of the Mis-
souri Higher Education Loan Au-
thority has resigned the position
following her earlier vote against
approving the sale of $350 mil-
liont of the loan authority’s assets
for construction projects at public
universities.

Karen Luebbert, vice presi-
dent and executive assistant to
the president at Webster Univer-
sity, sent an official statement an-
nouncing her resignation from

MOHELA to Gov. Matt Blunt’s
office Oct. 23.

“MOHELA needs a united
board as it moves forward in im-
plementing the Lewis and Clark
Discovery Initiative,” Luebbert’s
statement read. “I cannot support
the selling of assets and therefore,
believe it is in the best interest of
MOHELA that I resign effective
immediately”

The Lewis and Clark Discov-
ery Initiative, announced by Gov.
Blunt Jan. 26, proposes the use of
MOHELA’s money to fund capital
improvement projects, including

the construction and renovation
of buildings at public universities
in Missouri. Luebbert was one of
two dissenting votes in the Sept.
27 decision that authorized the
sale.

Luebbert was off campus the
following days, directing any fur-
ther questions to Polly Burtch,
Webster’s director of news and
public - information. University
President Richard Meyers offered
no comment on Luebberts res-
ignation, but he had praised her

See MOHELA, Page 3

WU panel
discusses
midterm
elections

BY ANNA C. FORDER
aforder@webujournal.com

A panel discussion was held
Oct. 26 in the University Center
Sunnen Lounge to address is-
sues surrounding the upcoming
midterm elections. The panelists
addressed various elements fac-
ing candidates and voters this
November, and they discussed
whether the Democrats will
make gains or the Republicans
will hold control. The speak-
ers, all Webster professors, in-
cluded former Gov. Bob Holden,
Laura Arnold, Jim Brasfield and
Gwyneth Williams.

Williams, a professor of his-
tory, politics and international
relations, addressed trends in
voting behavior. She said there is
a generalization in politics that a
current president’s party will lose
Congressional seats in midterm
elections. She said this is a com-
monly-held assumption because
many elected officials are voted
into office on the president’s
coattails.

Williams said people who are
disgruntled with the president’s
administration tend to come
out for a midterm election and
vote in favor of the opposition
P in an attempt to punish
the president through punishing
his party. She cited the midterm
elections during the Eisenhower
and Nixon administrations as
examples of this behavior.

She said an exception to this
voting pattern was the 1998 mid-
term election during the Clinton
administration, during which
the House was impeaching Clin-
ton. She said voters who did not
support the impeachment came
out in favor of Democrats that
year, and the Democrats made
gains.

Williams also addressed the
voting gap between various de-
mographics, including race, reli-
gion and income. The number of
people in each demographic that
voted for a certain party, candi-
date or issue is determined, and
the difference between the way
people voted within a demo-
graphic is the voting gap.

She said the income gap de-
creased in the 2004 elections
because concerns about the war
overrode concerns about in-
come. She said typically there is
a large voting gap in gender, but
that gap also was smaller in the
2004 elections. She attributed
this to more Southern women
voting similarly to men. .

Arnold, a professor of his-
tory, politics and international
relations, addressed women
candidates. She said a major dif-

See PANEL, Page 3
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Election party to feature Missouri politicians

BY BREANNA HERSCHELMAN
bherschelman@webujournal.com

Former Gov. Bob Holden will
host an election party promising
appearances by Missouri State
Attorney General Jay Nixon and
Congressman Russ Carnahan.
The party will take place Nov. 7
in the University Center Sunnen
Lounge from 6 to 11 p.m. Any-
one is welcome to attend.

Christine  Wells Eason,
Webster media relations director,
said both politicians are sched-
uled to make appearances at the
party. Wells Eason said other
politicians and campaign leaders
would make call-ins throughout
the night.

Holden has a special public
relations class dedicated to help-
ing him with his Public Policy
Forum and the election party.
The class contains eight students
who each have their own role in
planning the party.

Junior Rebecca Sweat, a pub-
lic relations major, said the class
has been challenging so far with
preparing for the forums and the
party. Sweat said the party would
include snacks, games and mul-

tiple television screens to watch
the coverage.

Sweat’s main task for the se-
mester was to write an article
about Holden for Webster World
magazine. For the article, Sweat
traveled to Jefferson City twice
to interview Holden’s family and
friends.

Senior Abby Heft, a public
relations major, said while there
were no more forums scheduled
for this semester, the election
party would give the students
practice with special events plan-
ning.

“I really enjoy the experi-
ence, even if it’s not a forum, of
working with Gov. Holden,” Heft

‘said.

Heft said the class was hoping
for 50 to 100 people to attend the
election party throughout the
night.

Holden has a topic for his fo-
rums each year. This year’s topic
was Healthy Futures and fea-
tured speakers who work with
health care issues.

On May 10, 2006, Webster
hosted its first speaker of the fo-
rum, Arkansas Gov. Mike Huck-
abee. The second forum was held

May 31 and featured New York
Times columnist Paul Krugman.

Heft said two forums were
scheduled this semester, both
in September. The first, sched-
uled for Sept. 18, was to feature
Webster graduate Brig. Gen.
Sheila Baxter. The forum was
postponed and has yet to be re-
scheduled.

The Old Post Office campus
held the first actual forum of the
semester Sept. 21 featuring med-
ical activist Charles Inlander.

The forum topic for the 2006-
2007 school year is America’s
Future and will deal with presi-
dential hopefuls, Wells Eason
said. Seven influential politi-
cians have verbally confirmed
they will hold a forum.

The seven include: New Mex-
ico Gov. Bill Richardson, House
Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi,
Massachusetts Sen. John Kerry,
Delaware Sen. Joe Biden, Iowa
Gov. Tom Vilsack, Missouri Rep-
resentative ke Skelton and Mis-
souri Representative Roy Blunt.

In the spring in addition to
the public relations class, Hold-
en also is offering two reading
courses for upper-level man-

_--n;_,,_mi s -
MARIANO ULIBARRI / The Journal

Former Missouri Gov. Bob Holden started the Holden Public Policy Forum in
early 2006. Holden's class is responsible for an election-night party Nov. 7
that will bring state and local politicians to campus.

agement majors in communica-
tions research and analysis. In
the political science department,
Holden will be teaching a course
on political communication re-

search. Holden also will teach
two courses in speech commu-
nications on communications
analysis.
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Cheating the cheaters

Web sites promising cheap term papers are often more trouble than theyre worth

BY ALEXIA ELEJALDE-RUIZ
Chicago Tribune

For students too bored, too
busy or too burdened to write
their own term papers, it’s
tempting to turn to the Web for
a little help.

As teachers wise up to the
popular cut-and-paste method
of Internet plagiarizing and
the use of myriad online essay
banks, some students deter-
mined to outsource their papers
are taking a more unusual route:
paying for custom jobs.

For as little as $9.95 per page
if you give advance notice, to
as much as $44.95 per page for
same-day delivery, dozens of
Web sites offer to write your pa-
per for you, guaranteeing origi-
nal, unplagiarized essays they
say are written by professionals
with master’s degrees or Ph.Dls.

Buying custom papers is
clearly cheating. But beyond the
obvious ethical problems, can a
custom-written paper even get
you a good grade?

It didn’t for a 19-year-old De-
Paul University junior who told
RedEye, an edition of the Chi-
cago Tribune, he paid $80 for
a custom 12-page paper on an-

cient Israel the fall semester of
his sophomore year. He ordered
it from a Web site four days be-
fore it was due in his religion
class.

The student, who asked that
his name not be published be-
cause he didn't want people to
know he cheated, received the
paper in his e-mail inbox the
morning it was due. He looked
it over, deemed it OK and hand-
ed itin asis.

And then he got an F.

“It was such a waste of mon-
ey, the student said. “I'm never
going to do that again”

RedEye had a similar experi-
ence. To test the quality of cus-
tom term-paper services, Red-
Eye purchased two-page papers
from three different Web sites
on the following assignment:
Discuss the themes of marriage
and money in Jane Austen’s
“Sense and Sensibility.”

Loyola University English
professor Thomas Kaminski,
who suggested the topic because
it'’s one he would assign, graded
the finished products at Red-
Eye’s request.

He was not impressed.

Only one of the papers
— from http://www.customre-

searchpapers.us — addressed the
topic, but it was so poorly writ-
ten that Kaminski said hed give
it a D, and then only if he were
feeling generous.

The other two papers — from
http://www.termpaperrelief.
com and http://non-plagiarized-
termpapers.com — were so off-
topic that Kaminski said hed be
suspicious and give the student
the dreaded “Come see me”

Adding to the insult, one
of the papers was found to be
largely plagiarized once it was
run through Turnitin, software
designed to catch plagiarism.
Turnitin did not detect plagia-
rism in the other two papers.

Perhaps the poor results
shouldn’t come as a surprise.

“Would you trust the claims
of firms that engage in fraud
and deception?” said Tim Dodd,
executive director of the Center
for Academic Integrity at Duke
University.

Representatives - from the
three Web sites did not respond
to repeated requests for com-
ment on the story once RedEye
identified itself as a newspaper,
but explanations on their Web
sites insist they are merely help-
ing students manage their time,

Robbery: Driver says
stolen cell phone
being used in crimes

FROM PAGE 1

But Caito said he is also wor-
ried about his stolen cell phone,
which he believes is being used
to commit more crimes.

“I'm able to track my phone
usage online, sometimes even
up to the minute,” Caito said.
“Ten minutes after they took
my phone, they started call-
ing other pizza places. They
called a neighboring Pizza Hut
in Maplewood, placed an or-
der and then robbed the driver
— my number was in the police
report as the one used to place
the order”

Spear said police depart-
ments can sometimes track

where cell phone calls are
made, but that it isn't very reli-
able

“Sometimes it can only tell
us (where someone is making
the call from) within 10 miles,”
Spear said. “And if they're mov-
ing ... who knows?”

But Caito said he had trou-
ble just telling the cops that his
cell phone was being used. He
said when he called up to the
police department the night of
Oct. 27, they told him no one
would be available to help him
until Monday.

“During this time, (the oth-
er) Pizza Hut was robbed,” Cai-
to said, referring to the Maple-
wood store. “Crime certainly

doesn’t take the weekend off.”

The Resident Assistant on
call that night at the WVA was
Larry Morris, who declined to
comment. Lucas Davis, assis-
tant director of housing and
residential life, also declined
comment.

“I support officers and
what they do,” Caito said. “I
don’t want to be too hard on
them because I know their job
is hard. I don’t know what to
think about them in this situa-
tion though — perhaps they are
doing a great job tracking these
guys, but I'm not noticing their
hard work because I'm not see-
ing instant results.”

Dean announces student
awards for Fall |

Seven students are recognized for their community
service or outstanding work in their department

Dean’s Award for Service

Dean of Student Affairs Ted
Hoef has selected four students
to receive the Dean’s Award for
Service for Fall I. The award re-
cipients are Dee Goines, Sara
Gunn, Patrick Vacek and Kam-
eron Zach.

According to Hoef, in order
to be considered for the Dean’s
Award, one must be nominated
by a member of the Webster Uni-
versity community for perform-
ing a valuable service. Hoef said
the term “service” encompasses
a broad range of contributions
made by students, both on- and
off-campus.

Dee Goines, a sophomore me-
dia communications major from
St. Louis was nominated by John
Ginsburg, director of the Univer-
sity Center and Student Activi-
ties, Kendra Davis, vice president
of Student Government Associa-
tion, and Jayme Callahan, head
coach of the women's basketball
team. He was nominated for his
volunteer service and leadership
on campus, including serving
as president of SGA, women’s
basketball team manager, execu-
tive board member of RHA and
member of many committees.

Sara Gunn, a sophomore busi-
ness administration major from
St. Louis was nominated by John
Buck, associate dean of students.
She was nominated for coordi-
nating a Fall Break trip involving

25 Webster students volunteer-
ing their time and labor to Hur-
ricane Katrina restoration efforts
in New Orleans, in conjunction
with Habitat for Humanity.

Patrick Vacek, a junior com-
puter science major from Olathe,
Kan. was nominated by Dee
Goines, SGA president, and Ken-
dra Davis, SGA vice president.
He was nominated for his service
to the campus for his work as
comptroller for SGA.

Kameron Zach, a sophomore
video production major from
Ballwin, Mo. was nominated by
Luke Davis, assistant director of
housing and residential life. He
was nominated for his service to
the campus as treasurer of the
Residential Housing Association
(RHA).

Up to four students are recog-
nized each term with the Dean’s
Service Award. The awards will
be presented at a luncheon to be
held in November.

Outstanding Student Employee
Suzanne Jones, assistant direc-
tor of Career Services for student
employment, has announced the
selection of three students to re-
ceive the Outstanding Student
Employee Award for Fall 1. The
award recipients are Marcy Lewis,
Ashlee Dyer and Ryan Govreau.
In order to be considered
for the Outstanding Student
Employee Award, one must be

nominated by a member of the
Webster University community
for working at a superior level to
serve the department in which
they work and the university as a
whole.

Marcy Lewis, a senior finance
major from St. Louis, was nomi-
nated by Holland Saltsman, man-
aging director of the Webster
Village Apartments. She was
nominated for her outstanding
work as a customer service asso-
ciate in the WVA office.

Ashlee Dyer, a junior psychol-
ogy major from St. Louis, was
nominated by Tasha Eisele, de-
partment associate in the School
of Education. She was nominated
for her outstanding work as a
student employee in the School
of Education, especially for her
work on projects for the upcom-
ing NCATE accreditation.

Ryan Govreau, a junior inter-
active digital media major from
Glen Carbon, Ill., was nominated
by Lauriette Smith, coordinator
of Mail and Copy Solutions. He
was nominated for his outstand-
ing work as a student employee
working on color production in
the copy center.

Up to three students are rec-
ognized each term with the Out-
standing Student Employee
Award. The awards also will be
presented at a luncheon to be
held in November.

overcome writer's block and
avoid failing.

“At Custom Research Papers
we believe IT’S ETHICAL to get
an [sic] outside help and del-
egate your writing assignments
to professional writers same as
if you would get your watches
fixed or car repaired by third
party experts,” says custom-
researchpapers.us on its site.
Academics, of course, say that’s
hooey and doubt many students
are shelling out cash for custom
papers _ though the prevalence
of Web sites offering the service
suggests there is some demand.

Much more common is for
students to copy information
already available on the Inter-
net and pass it off as their own,
a practice both easy to execute
and easy to catch with Google
or systems like Turnitin, which
is used in about 6,000 academic
institutions around the world.

About 30 percent of the
70,000 papers Turnitin runs
through its system daily are
found to be plagiarized to some
extent, Turnitin creator John
Barrie said.

NEWS BRIEFS

Career fair and workshops in November

Career Services will be holding a career fair from noon to 4
p.m. Nov. 14 in Grant Gymnasium,

Career Services also will hold workshops from 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Nov. 8 and 9 in the University Center Conference Room to help
students make the most out of the fair.

For more information, contact Career Services at ext. 6982 or
visit http://www.webster.edu and click on Career Services.

MISDEMEANORS
AND MISHAPS

Oct. 26, 10:28 a.m.: A student had been displaying a fraudu-
lent parking permit on Lot N.

Oct. 27, 12:00 p.m.: A bicycle was taken from the bike rack at
Maria Hall.

Oct. 28, 3:43 p.m.: A student was ill in Grant Gymnasium.

Oct. 30, 7:52 a.m.: A fan and calendar were taken from an of-
fice in Garden Park Plaza.

Source: Public Safety crime log
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Program seeks to improve writing at WU

BY SHAWN DOOLEY
sdooley@webujournal.com

A Chronicle of Higher Edu-
cation report found the writing
skills of high school graduates
and college graduates lacking.
The report described the writ-
ing skills of college graduates as
adequate but not excellent.

The report is a part of a na-
tionwide for colleges and uni-
versities. Webster University has
initiated a pilot program called
Writing Enhanced Courses,
which would make existing
courses across all majors writing
enhanced.

“We want to improve stu-
dents’ writing skills,” said Brad
Loudenback, Writing ‘Commit-

tee Chairman. “Writing skills in
the workforce play a much big-
ger role, (in particular) e-mail,
internet messaging, and others.”

Loudenback said while the
actual content of a course will
not change, the assignments will
become more writing compre-
hensive. For example, each WE
course will include 20 pages of
writing assignments. He said it
can be four five-page papers —
one of the written papers should
be peer-reviewed and can be re-
vised.

“I think there are more pa-
pers assigned,” said Davina Har-
rison, an art history graduate
student who is enrolled in one
of four pilot WE courses this se-
mester. “There is more of an un-

derstanding (emphasis) and less
of an emphasis on memorizing
dates and information”

There were two reasons the
writing committee formed and
why there is an initiative to
combat the criticism of college
writing skills, Loudenback said.
There were a number of national
articles critiquing college writ-
ten communication skills and
the increasing need for written
communication skills in the
business field.

“The faculty investigated the
problem of undergraduate writ-
ing skills and the issued cried
out for attention,” Loudenback
said.

The faculty was surveyed
about their attitude toward stu-

dent writing skills. The Writ-
ing Committee then formed
through the Faculty Senate. The
committee was formed to pre-
pare concrete steps to improve
writing skills.

The committee’s recommen-
dation included a requirement
that freshmen students take two
WE courses and transfer stu-
dents take one WE course. The
courses can be general study
courses or any class that is writ-
ing enhanced. Loudenback said
the writing would adapt to the
course curriculum, making it
more writing intensive.

“This movement doesn't just
focus on the grammar,’ said
Fran Hooker, Writing Center
coordinator and Writing Com-

mittee member. “It will help stu-
dents frame arguments, express
oneself fully and increase criti-
cal thinking.”

They committee recom-
mended the hiring of a writing
director to bring consultants
from outside Webster to conduct
workshops to help the faculty
adapt their courses to be more
writing enhanced. The recom-
mendations were two-thirds
approved by the Faculty Sen-
ate. The implementation of the
recommendations is contingent
upon financial resources to pay
for the director and consultants.
If resources are made available,
the program could take effect
January 2008.

“I think we have the support

of the administration, but it just
depends on the funding,” Hook-
er said.

Loudenback said the imple-
mentation of the WE courses
will be voluntary upon the fac-
ulty. He said it won't replace the
writing and composition class-
es, but instead adapt to every
course.

“The mission is broader than
Webster. University, this is a na-
tional trend,” Loudenback said.
“This is not to punish students;
this is to help students be pre-
pared for graduate school or the
business field”

MOHELA: Last dissenting
member to stay on board

LUEBBERT
FROM PAGE 1

Sept. 29, saying she was “taking
a hard stand for students” and
that he would have voted the
same way.

The other dissenting vote
came from John Greer, the
longest-serving member of the
board and its new interim chair-
man. Greer praised Luebbert for
her 12 years on the board and

sympathized with her decision
to resign.

“Karen is a fine person and
she’s done her job well,” Greer
said. “She just had it up to her
ears with the situation. I don't
blame her.”

He did not intend to follow
her lead, however. Greer said he
felt students need a spokesman
on the board and he’s the best
candldate

“They’re forgetting the stu-
dents who made MOHELA
what it is,” he said.

Greer’s term expires Oct. 22,
2007.

Greer echoed Luebberts
stance on the Lewis and Clark
Discovery [Initiative, = saying
MOHELA assets should be used
for students instead of “brick
and mortar” With the sale of as-
sets approved by the board, he
said his hopes now rest with the
Missouri state legislature.

“I would hope the legislature
has the sense not to pass it,’
Greer said.

Luebbert’s resignation is

the board’s third in only two
months, following the resigna-
tions of board members Marilyn
Bush and Charles McClain Sept.
18. Since Blunt announced the
Lewis and Clark Discovery Ini-
tiative, Jan. 26 the entire origi-
nal board has now resigned
- Greer the lone exception.

Further underscoring the
organizational malaise, the for-
mer director of MOHELA, Mi-
chael Cummins, is receiving an
$830,000 severance package fol-
lowing his termination in Janu-
ary. Cummins had been against
the governor’s plans to sell the
agency and is now under agree-
ment to not speak out against
MOHELA or consort with any
of its members for the next de-
cade.

The next step for MOHELA
will be Nov. 4 when the board
will elect a new chair. Greer
made it clear it wouldn't be
him.

“I wouldn’t accept it if they
wanted me,” he said. “And they
don’t want me.”

Panel: Brasfield says Senate
race still too close to call

FROM PAGE 1

ference between men and women
candidates is that, when consider-
ing whether to run for political
office, women tend to question
whether they can do the job well,
but men tend to focus on whether
they can win the election.

Women candidates are often
perceived as more honest as well
as being seen as agents of change
in the electoral environment, she
said.

“Another reason to argue that
this will be a good year for women
is that the electorate is dissatisfied
with the status quo,” she said, citing
the president’s approval rating.

Arnold said the Democratic
Party nominates twice as many
women as the Republican Party,
and, therefore, if more voters are
in favor of Democrats, women will
probably win more seats. She said
this is the first election in which
women are not necessarily per-
ceived as weaker than men on for-
eign policy issues, as they were in
past elections

Brasfield, a professor in the
management deparment, broke

down the races for U.S. House and
Senate.

“This is the closest and most dy-
namic Senate race in many years;
Brasfield said.

The Democrats have 18 Sen-
ate seats up for election, and the
Republicans have 15 seats up for
election. He said eight of these Re-
publican seats are probably safe, and
the Democrats and Independents
combined have 13 seats that are
probably safe.

He said the Republican Party
has an advantage, however, because

fewer Senate seats held by Repub- -

licans are up for election. He said
three Senate races, including Mis-
souri, are too close to call, and the
Democrats probably will not have
enough votes to regain control of
the Senate.

Regarding the House of Rep-
resentatives, Brasfield said none of
the Democrat’s seats up for election
are a “toss-up;’ but 27 seats held by
Republicans have the possibility of
being lost to Democrats.

Holden, aprofessor in the School
of Business and Technology, ex-
plained why governors’ races across
the nation affect Missouri voters,

even though Missouri’s governor is
not up for election this year. He said
36 of 50 governors’ positions are up
for grabs.

“Whoever has control of these
elections, has a majority of the
country’s governors going into the
2008 election,” Holden said. He said
this is significant because few Sena-
tors become president, but many
governors do.

“A number of significant states
that have elections this cycle also
control a significant number of elec-
toral votes for 2008,” Holden said.

Holden also said less well-known
races, such as state auditor, are a
good indication of voting trends,
because voter may vote along party
lines in these races.

Ryan Alban, a freshman audio
production major who attended the
panel, encouraged all Webster stu-
dents to vote.

“Most elections will be a toss-up
because of how unpopular Repub-
licans are,” Alban said. “Every vote
will count in this election.”

Andrew Bryson, a junior po-
litical science major, said it is im-
portant for students to make an
informed and rational decision.
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EDITORIALS

You're paying for it, might
as well take advantage

There are plenty of services
offered at Webster that few stu-
dents, undergraduate or gradu-
ate, choose to take advantage of.
Whether it’s for lack of knowl-
edge or lack of time — students
should realize that tuition funds
a lot of things on campus that
students don't utilize. Whether
its making free copies in the
Sverdrup drop-in computer labs
or getting someone from the
Writing Center to proof a re-
search paper, students should be
getting their money’s worth.

Health Services offers medi-
cal supplies and consultation
from nurses to all students. Most
services are free. Students can get
referrals for doctors and dentists
in the area, receive emergency
and non-emergency care as well
as tuberculosis tests and some
shots. So there’s no need to walk
around campus all day with a
sore throat and congestion with-
out relief. Just take a moment to
pop into the Health Services of-
fice for some medicine and may-
be a few cough drops.

Some students may not real-
ize that movies can be rented for
free from the Emerson Library.
The selection may not be as up-
to-date as the local Family Video
or Blockbuster, but there is a
pretty good array of classics, in-
ternational films and somewhat
new releases. The library also
carries a decent selection of CDs.
All you need is an updated stu-
dent ID.

Webster hosts an award-win-

ing film festival right on campus,
and most of the patrons aren't
students. Almost every weekend,
the Webster University Film Se-
ries hosts one or more films in
the Winifred Moore Auditorium.
Students can get in all shows free
with a valid ID.

The St. Louis Repertory
Theatre offers its shows every
season right on the stage of the
Loretto-Hilton Theater. Tickets
can sometimes be pricey for the
average student budget, but stu-
dents with valid IDs can get $8
show by visiting the box office 30
minutes before curtain call if the
show has not sold out.

The University Center houses
the fitness center and indoor
pool and sauna, which are nearly
empty at certain times of the
weekday and on weekends. With
a valid ID, students can work out
whenever the fitness center is
open and use the pool during
open swim times.

However, if working out is
not your stress reliever of choice,
you can visit with a counselor in
the Counseling and Life Devel-
opment office free of charge. The
department offers counseling
sessions and even group sessions
for students on a variety of sub-
jects including stress manage-
ment and substance abuse.

These aren't all of the services
and opportunities open to stu-
dents, but they may be some of
the most overlooked. Remem-
ber, tuition doesn't just pay pro-
fessors.

Finding time to stop and
smell the roses, give kudos

Sometimes, in the midst of
class, homework, papers, work,
friends, family, holidays and ev-
erything in between — we tend
to overlook those who deserve a
pat on the back. Without dedi-
cated, hard-working . individu-
als, Webster University would
fall apart. With this in mind, The
Journal would like to give kudos
to a sampling of the many that
make Webster and its inhabit-
ants proud.

Do we ever take time to really
stop and smell the roses? While
walking to class, take a second to
admire the many flowers planted
by Webster’s groundskeepers.
These are the people that keep
our campus looking beautiful
and although we may not show
it, we appreciate their hard work
and dedication.

Another thing to note is our
campus recycling program.
How great is it that paper and
aluminum can bins are located
throughout the campus? At the
end of the semester, students can
dispose of unwanted paper an
environmentally-friendly — way
by tossing all class notes into the
recycling bin. Did we forget to

mention the paper-tossing also
is a great stress reliever?

The USA Today College Read-
ership Program has proven to be
successful in bridging the gap
between college students read-
ing the newspaper. Every week,
students can help themselves to
free issues of the St. Louis Post-
Dispatch and USA Today. Sure,
we offer free issues of The Jour-
nal every week, but let’s face it
— diving into the pages of a free
campus paper just isn’t the same.

And how about those Gorlok
athletes? Student athletes are
rarely recognized for keeping
up their grades, while balancing
work and hours of games and
practices. Not to mention how
well Webster athletic teams are
doing in this year’s Saint Louis
Intercollegiate  Athletic Con-
ference. (See pages 9 and 10 in
Sports for more details.)

And let’s not forget the over-
achieving students who make
this campus their own. The stu-
dents are the heart and soul of
Webster — and without them,
there wouldn’t be a university
and we wouldn’t have an audi-
ence to write to.
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MID-TERM ELECTIONS
|ARE A SCARY TIME

EyoaDarx 7006 l

Webster offers drug/
alcohol resources

I was very surprised and disap-
pointed with the Oct. 26 editorial
“Webster’s drug policy effective
after the fact” Not only are you
wrong, but have you trivialized a
very complex situation. In spite of
our best efforts to assist students
“before the fact,” some students
will continue to misuse and abuse
alcohol and other drugs.

Let me make you aware of our
best efforts before the fact: -

» All participating freshmen
and their parents attend a presen-
tation about alcohol and drugs
during summer mini orientation.
University expectations and re-
sources are explained.

o Peer Education Zeitgeist and
the Counseling and Life Develop-
ment staff visit each resident fresh-
man during orientation weekend.
We make students aware of the
alcohol/drug policy found in the
student handbook.

» The Office of Alcohol/Drug
Education and Prevention con-
ducts training for resident as-
sistants prior to the start of the
school year.

o Peer educators host a weekly
12-step recovery group.

o Webster University is one
of the only institutions of higher
education that employs Missouri
state Certified Substance Abuse
Counselors.

« Peer educators offer all stu-
dent organizations education.and
prevention in-service programs,
along with a mocktail bar (service
of non-alcoholic drinks at events).

Your editorial said, “The cam-
pus administration has decided to
play the see no evil, hear no evil
approach to every drug-related
mishap” Lets not kid ourselves.
You at The Journal are well aware
of the names of students involved
in “alcohol/drug mishaps.” You
don’t print their names for the
same reason administrators don't
provide you with the students
names ... right of privacy.

The alcohol/drug problems
and mishaps at Webster Univer-
sity are minimal compared to
other schools. The reason they are
minimal is the vast majority of our
students are not misusing and/or
abusing alcohol and other drugs.
That is a very proud statement to
say about our student body in light
of the fact that more and more
students are entering colleges and
universities with serious drug and
alcohol problems.

Patrick Stack,
Director of Counseling
and Life Development

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the author of last
week’s editorial

My name is Daniel Hogan and
I am vice president of peer edu-
cation here at Webster. I recently
read your editorial. Most of the
article I agreed with. I agree there
may be a problem on this campus
with drugs and alcohol. I do not
live on campus. I am not friends
with people who live on campus.
On the average, there is a drug
and alcohol problem that plagues
most universities in America. My
experience with the drug and al-
cohol problem on this campus is
limited to the students I talk to
when they come into the office.
My experience also is limited due
to the fact that I have been sober
for more than seven years.

I haven't been associated with
drug culture (with the exception
of recovery) for several years.
Does the policy on campus need
to change? Absolutely, a don't
ask, don't tell policy helps no one
with a problem. The resident as-
sistants should be instructed to
report students they know are in-
volved in drugs. I was, however,
slightly offended by the statement
of where are the peer educators. I
found it hypocritical or a lack of
investigation on your statement
especially since a member of your
staff wrote an article on the coun-
seling and life center and the peer
educators.

1 personally don’t remember
exactly which Journal it was in
but it was around a month ago.
The article was written by An-
gie Zielinski. As far as what the
peer educators offer was laid out
in that article. To refresh your
memory, I run a 12-step meeting
that is open to anyone struggling
with any addiction. The meeting
is free, based around the 12 steps
and completely confidential. In
addition, peer educators are lin
several locations, several times a
week with pamphlets to educate
students.

These are just two examples of
what Peer Education Zeitgeist is
doing. In addition, we are in the
office available to talk to anyone
confidentially about any problems
they or someone they know are
having. Although these programs
are not prevention, they are there
to help and educate when a stu-
dent wants or needs the informa-
tion.

I personally do not believe
that prevention is possible on this
campus or any other campus. I
work for peer education in order
to do some good and help some-
one, hopefully, before they get
too deep in the drugs and alco-

hol. My hope in writing this letter
is that next time you or anyone
else writes an editorial do some
research or at least contact the of-
fice you name drop.

___Daniel Hogan,
Vice President of Peer

Education

Editorial akin
to tabloid

Typically, I can sit back and
acknowledge the learning process
that goes on as student newspa-
per editors hone their craft. But
this week, I cannot sit so idly by.

Editors, your belief that the
administration has anything re-
motely close to “a see no evil,
hear no evil approach to every
drug-related mishap,” represents
an egregious misrepresentation
of reality. To the contrary, we are
all too keenly aware of the drug
and alcohol issues that occur on
this campus.

Unfortunately, it occupies far
too much of our collective uni-
versity time — but we in fact do
this sort of work so often it is im-
pressive how little is understood
about what goes on relative to
drug and alcohol intervention.
Interventions and outreach occur
in public, programmatic ways,
but often also occur in private
ways that can be much more ef-
fective. i

An important federal privacy
law called FERPA restricts what
resident assistant staff can discuss
about drug and alcohol issues
regarding students. It is a major
federal law that ensures privacy
of a student’s educational record
which, by definition, includes ju-
dicial matters.

Additionally, in the spirit of
merging fact into your editorial
overstatement, it is indeed stag-
gering how many ways RAs, stu-
dent health and counseling staff
are asked to lead by example each
and every day. To be sure, they
may not see or know all; but they
all take on roles that are some of
the most crucial at this university,
and for that they have my deepest
gratitude. -

Finally, I and others do care
deeply about the university’s im-
age. A most vivid manifestation
of that commitment is the direct,
visible and also unseen ways in
which we intervene in so many
profound and important ways in
the lives of students who struggle
with the temptation and vices of
alcohol and drugs.

The suggestion of “repeatedly

sweeping these things under the
rug;’ in an effort to promote and
protect the university’s image is
as ridiculous as it is offensive. To
imply we are conveniently look-
ing the other way until things
get dramatic is the type of misin-
formed hyperbole that I expect to
see in tabloid-trash headlines at
grocery store check-out lines.

John Buck,
Associate Dean

of Students,
Director Ic?" ousing and

esidential Life

Gov. Blunt not
considering students

I am outraged that Gov. Matt
Blunt has appointed a commis-
sion to review the department
of elementary and secondary
education with specific review of
services for students with severe
disabilities. He hired LAN Re-
sources to conduct a study of the
way services are provided across
the state and across the country.
Blunt plans to use this informa-
tion as a guide to future policy
changes, according to a memo
from the governor’s office.

Severely handicapped chil-
dren need to have the options for
services that exist now including
the state schools. I am an engi-
neer with Sodexho, Inc. We serve
the St. Louis Public Schools. The
buildings are not equipped to ac-
commodate the more than 100
students who now attend Gate-
way-Wheeler State School in St.
Louis City.

Here are some questions that I,
as a taxpayer, would like to see an-
swered. How was the study done?
What is the validity of the study?
Were the 1,000 parents at state
schools given the opportunity to
voice concerns? Were there edu-
cation experts on the commis-
sion? Will the level of service to
the student be the same if they are
returned to the local school dis-
tricts? Are public school teachers
ready to meet the unique needs of
these children?

The governor should be think-
ing of the needs of the children
first — not money.

Individuals who wish to sup-
port the state schools can access a
petition that has been set up by a
parent. The Web address is http://
www.ipetitions.com/petition/
saveourstateschoolsfromblunt/

Scott Schilling,
Stationary Engineer,
Sodexho, Inc.
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Amanda King

Going by what the political ads
say, I should be all for Amendment
2. According to scientists at Wash-
ington University, my dad might
not have debilitating Graft Versus
Host Disease had doctors had the
luxury of using embryonic cells
during the stem cell transplant that
eradicated his leukemia. Moreover,
my cousin might not have died
of leukemia at age 14 for lack of a
DNA match — researchers could
have cloned matching stem cells.

The only problem with these
scientific assertions is that there
is little to no scientific evidence to
back them up. The truth is that em-
bryonic stem cells are not the cure-
all solution to diseases like cancer,
Parkinsons, Alzheimer’s or diabe-
tes. Years of research in the United
States and abroad have yet to yield
a single cure from embryonic stem
cells. :

However, existing adult stem
cell treatments have actually result-
ed in real-life cures and are avail-
able for each of the aforementioned
diseases. Adult stem cells are ma-
tured versions of embryonic stem
cells, specialized into performing

specific functions. They can be
extracted from both children and
adults without causing harm to the
donor.

More promising treatments
are in trial stages right now in the
private sector. Even though under
federal law drug developers can le-
gally delve into embryonic stem cell
experimentation, when it comes to
putting their own money on the
line, these developers are consis-
tently choosing to research adult
stem cells. It's simple. Adult stem
cells are producing cures; embry-
onic stem cells aren’t. The public
sector should take a cue.

An even better use of federal
funds would be to make cryogenic
storage of cord blood affordable for
the parents of every American baby
— starting now. Cord blood can be
extracted from a baby’s umbilical
cord at birth and frozen. Using this
approach, the country will sidestep
the ethics surrounding embryos
and cloning because every Ameri-
can will have his or her own backup
DNA in storage, ready to combat
degenerative diseases whenever
they strike.

So what, then, is scientists’ rea-
soning for pushing forward with
research that destroys human em-
bryos? Perhaps the reason is that
embryonic stem cells have the ca-
pability to function as any type of
somatic cell, making them more
flexible than adult stem cells — a
feasible argument, until four years
ago, when a Harvard study showed
adult stem cells can be stimulated to
perform new functions. Or maybe,
as the extreme right would have
us believe, it is because these evil
pro-choice scientists have a blood
lust for the embryos of unborn
children. While I don't believe pro-
choicers are that evil, ’'m not above
accepting the circulating “conspira-
cy theory” that says Amendment 2
is really about cloning.

POINT/COUNTERPOINT

Two angles on the stem cell research initiative

Amendment 2 is nothing more than a political ploy

A cursory scan of Amendment
2 shows a neat piece of legislation,
which clearly states, “no person
may clone or attempt to clone a
human being” But hidden inside
the ensuing 1,800 words of legal-
istic jargon is a disturbing truth.
An in-depth study of the author’s
definition of cloning, coupled with
a little scientific vocabulary, reveals
that the amendment allows for the
very process — somatic cell nuclear
transfer — which brought Dolly the
sheep clone into being.

The only difference between so-
matic cell nuclear transferand clon-
ing, as defined by Amendment 2, is
that cells are implanted into an egg
whose nucleus has been removed.
This is a mere technicality to as-
suage voters’ moral reservations be-
cause SCNT still results in an exact
genetic copy of the donor — what
most Missourians know as a clone,

So what interest do liberal-
leaning Missouri politicians have
in cloning? The answer is, quite
frankly, none. The liberal political
machine has allied itself with the
scientific community for one rea-
son and one reason only — abor-
tion. Democrats in Columbia, Mo.,
understand that federal laws pro-
tecting embryos from destruction
stand the chance of creating a prec-
edent through which social conser-
vatives can argue for the rights of
the unborn, potentially leading to
the overturn of that Holy Grail of
the Democratic Party, Roe v. Wade.

Reading between the lines,
Amendment 2 is nothing more
than a political ploy, preying upon
a scientifically uninformed and
polarized populace. Missouri poli-
ticians don't seem to care that lives
hang in the balance — lives of the
sick and the unborn.

Amanda King, a sophomore journal-
ism and international relations ma-
jor, is a guest writer for The Journal.

The most important thing this amendment provides is hope

Anna C. Forder

Political signs in yards across
Missouri may have voters think-
ing that if Amendment 2 passes,
human clones will be walking
among us in no time. First and
foremost, it is important for peo-
ple to understand this amend-
ment does not allow or support
the creation of clones, and the
wording of the amendment ac-
tually bans human cloning or
attempted human cloning. This
may come as a surprise to vot-
ers who have driven past the nu-
merous yard signs claiming the
amendment supports or legalizes
cloning.

This amendment would allow
Missouri scientists to use somatic
cell nuclear transfer. Through this
process, researchers can create
stem cells without fertilizing an
egg with sperm. Admittedly, this
is the same method used for clon-
ing Dolly the sheep, but, unlike
Dolly’s case, the egg will not be
implanted in a woman’s womb.

Using the SCNT method to
generate stem cells is not the
same as implanting an embryo
in a woman’s womb for nine

months and allowing it to grow
into a person. The amendment
actually bans this implantation.
Instead, it allows SCNT only for
the purpose of creation stem cells
for research. I fail to see how this
amendment promotes cloning.

Opponents are using the term
cloning as a scare tactic to fright-
en unknowing voters into think-
ing - this amendment will allow
scientists to create full-grown,
human clones in labs that will
one day walk among us. Not even
close. This amendment simply al-
lows Missouri researchers to fol-
low federal guidelines regarding
stem cell research, and it allows
Missourians to have the same
federal benefits for this research
that other states receive without
being financially penalized for
conducting this research.

Opponents of the amendment
also claim that using adult stem
cells is a viable alternative that
could be used to help find cures
for diseases. An adult stem cell, a
stem cell taken from a fetus, child
or adult, is not a substitute for an
embryonic stem cell, according to
an article in Washington Univer-
sity in St. Louis Magazine. The ar-
ticle explains that, unlike an adult
stem cell, an embryonic stem cell
can “differentiate into any type of
mature cell” The article also said
an embryonic stem cell is unable
to develop into a human baby be-
cause it is not the same as blas-
tocyst, which is created by fertil-
izing an egg with sperm.

In addition, adult stem cells
have not been shown to treat or
cure all of the diseases embryonic
stem cells have the potential to
cure.

The Web site voters are re-
ferred to on the “vote no on
Amendment 2” political yard
signs, http://www.nocloning.org,
says even frozen embryos left

over from fertility clinics should
not be used, even though they

“will be destroyed anyway. That

makes sense to me. Instead of al-
lowing these embryos to help sick
people, pro-life supporters think
they’re so valuable that we can-
not use them for research, even
though they will be destroyed.

My entire life I have watched
my mother and sister struggle
with a disease they were born
with - type 1 diabetes. They're
my reason for voting yes. For
those voters who dont know
anyone who could be helped by
stem cell research, I assure them
this amendment has the poten-
tial to change lives. I see the hope
my family holds for stem cell re-
search.

Though, no known cures have
been generated by stem cell re-
search, that is why scientists want
to do further research. Stem cell
research has not been exhausted,
and it is scientists’ responsibility
to keep trying. Let scientists do
their job.

Embryonic stem cells may
help treat or cure: Lou Gehrig’s
disease, Alzheimer’s disease,
autoimmune diseases, cancer,
diabetes, cardiovascular diseases,
multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s
disease, severe burns, sickle cell
anemia and spinal cord injuries,
among others.

The most important thing this
amendment provides is hope;
hope that a cure is possible. Don’t
let the pro-life agenda take charge
of this issue and influence Mis-
souri to throw away a chance at
real cures for real people.

Anna C. Forder, a senior journal-
ism major, is the copy editor for
The Journal.

COMMENTARY

Stralght-tlcket voting now harder for Missouri residents

Breanna Herschelman

This past year the
media covered the issue
of voter identification
cards with so much
more fervor, the issue
of straight-ticket

voting in Missouri was

practically put on the
back burner.
ii

While visiting with my grandparents
in Indiana during fall break, my grandma
received her absentee voting ballot in the
mail for the Nov. 7 election.

She told me she might vote straight-
ticket this year as other family members
had done in the past. This got me wonder-

ing — how many people still vote straight-
ticket today?

Straight-ticket voting allows voters
who identify themselves as Republican or
Democrat to check only one box to vote
for that party in every category. Lawmak-
ers have fought to eradicate this option
and have succeeded in all but 17 states. My
home state of Indiana still has this option
and up until early 2006, Missouri previ-
ously had the option as well. Now Mis-
sourians will be forced to check each box
individually.

Missouri Secretary of State Robin Car-
nahan said the elimination would make
lines longer at the polls this year, according
to The Associated Press. This could poten-
tially decrease the voter turnout in coming
years if they feel too much of an inconve-
nience in not having the straight-ticket op-
tion.

I have never voted straight-ticket, but
I do not want to take that right away from
others. Though political scientists may be-
lieve getting rid of straight-ticket voting
will help voters think about their ballot
rather than aimlessly checking one box,
it will definitely slow down lines at voting
booths, causing people to take more time
out of their day than expected.

In the 2004 election, nearly 39 per-
cent of the votes in Missouri came from
straight-ticket ballots, according to The
Associated Press. It will be interesting to
see how those who normally would have
voted straight-ticket will vote this time.

Voters may not realize they do not have
to vote for a candidate in every race in or-
der for their ballot to count. For example,
if a voter only wanted to vote for the Sen-
ate race, he or she would only have to fill in
that box.

Some political scientists believe the
elimination of straight-ticket voting will
decrease the number of voters for candi-
dates lower on the ballot. Local politics
generally come after national and state
candidates on a ballot, and voters might
not be as aware of all the candidates in
races such as the St. Louis School Board as
they are for United States Senate.

Local politics often get pushed aside in
election coverage as well, but these issues
may be the ones St. Louis residents should
watch more closely. While covering a
Democratic rally for Senate hopeful Claire
McCaskill earlier this semester, the party
brought out many local candidates to give
speeches.

This was a great way to help Democrat

voters-recognize the other people running
in their party. It didn't hurt that former
President Bill Clinton was there to moti-
vate the Democrats as well.

Republicans have done the same thing
within their party. Sen. Jim Talent has had
the support of the Bush Administration,
Missouri Sen. Kit Bond and other national
and local politicians.

Overall, this issue will cause voters
trouble Nov. 7. If a voter wants to vote for
one party, they will have to check each box
all the way down the ballot. The longer
lines will no doubt upset voters.

Many voters may not even know the
option of straight-ticket has been removed.
This past year the media covered the issue
of voter identification cards with so much
more fervor, the issue of straight-ticket
voting in Missouri was practically put on
the back burner. If more than one-third
of Missouri voters used this option in the
past, they will probably be a little disap-
pointed to see it wor't be an option on this
year's ballot.

Breanna Herschelman, a junior journalism
major, is a staff writer for The Journal.

Donald Miller

Right-wing

Republicans have

been waging
their moral

crusade for quite

some time, but

it never gained
such hellish
momentum

until the Bush

administration
came into
power.

GUEST COMMENTARY
Midterm elections put heat on conservative Republicans

Midterm elections. Republicans
are dreading them and Demo-
crats are salivating in anticipation.
While I hope those swing voters
have recovered from whatever se-
vere head injuries prompted them
to re-elect Bush in ’04, I am not
busting out the party favors quite
yet. How so many people could
blindly put their faith in a man and
a party that has used such blatant,
fear-mongering tactics to gain po-
litical power is scary and at times
unfathomable. More annoying
than that, however, is the moral
self-righteousness.

Right-wing Republicans have
been waging their moral crusade
for quite some time, but it never
gained such hellish momentum
until the Bush administration
came into power. Christian Con-
servatives came crawling out from
their spider holes at Cracker Bar-

. rel and Wal-Mart in order to keep
a “Christian” in the White House.
What they failed to understand
were two very important things:

1) Bush is to Christianity what Jes-
sica Simpson is to the craft of mu-
sic.

2) Bush and his cronies used Jesus
as the “get out the vote” guy but
secretly joked these extreme Bible-
thumpers were wing nuts of epic
proportion.

So a deal was made with the
devil: Promise the Children of
the Corn that their moral agenda
would make its way into the White
House in exchange for political
(read: votes and $$$) support.
Bush and his henchmen then un-
leashed the true terror upon our
country — the wedge issue. It was
(and is) ingenious. Divert atten-
tion away from significant issues
such as the economy education
and international relations and re-
direct it to a phantom boogeyman

.. perhaps gay marriage ... prayer
in public schools ... or even (insert
maniacal scream here) the “war
on Christmas?” Use a message ar-
chitect like Karl Rove to construct
an entire platform that preys upon
fear and ignorance and then use it
to divide the nation.

We have endured insufferable
“morality cops” like Sen. Rick San-
torum (R-PA) and our own Sen.
Jim Talent (R-MO) bringing their

personal religious beliefs into the
nation’s capital in order to try and
create legislation that promotes
discrimination and intolerance,
all under the guise of “moral im-
peratives” We listened to these
self-proclaimed Christians as they
unleashed vicious attacks upon
American citizens simply for be-
ing gay and wanting the same civil
rights as their straight counter-
parts.

We heard them lecture us about
the importance of a democracy in
Iraq while they tried to deny that
very same thing to citizens in this
country who disagreed with them
about how and why this war was
being fought. They used twisted
and circular logic to muzzle criti-
cism of their beloved president
and his administration’s hideous
policies here and abroad. The only
thing more sickening than their
lack of a moral compass is their
unwavering conviction that they
are doing Gods work in public
office; apparently they missed the
day in grade school where the issue
of separation of church and state
was discussed.

And here we are, weeks before
the mid-term elections, and most
people have one name on their
minds: former U.S. Rep. Mark Fol-
ey. While it is unfortunate that Mr.
Foley has blamed alcohol and al-
leged sexual abuse for his actions,
the fact remains that this scandal
could well be the final nail in the
political coffin for Republicans this
fall.

While part of me wants to take
the high road and not relish in
their misfortune, the other part of
me delights in the fact that these
hypocritical authoritarians have
finally demonstrated to the Ameri-
can people that they do not have a

- monopoly on morality or “family

values” If anything, their disgust-
ing and numerous scandals over
the past few years have proven that
they should be cleaning their own
houses instead of throwing stones
at others!

Donald Miller, a graduate student
in media communications, is a
guest writer for The Journal.
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Ghosts
wander
campus

BY KELLEY ATHERTON
katherton@webujournal.com

From a pregnant nun to a
wandering gardener, Webster
spirits are very much alive.
Strange, inexplicable things
have happened at paranormal
hotspots throughout campus,
such as former dormitory Lo-
retto Hall and the Loretto-Hil-
ton Center.

Some stories have even
been exaggerated over the
years. Perhaps the most well-
known among students is the
one about the nun who was
impregnated by a priest, fi-
nally throwing herself from the
fourth floor window of Loretto
Hall. This story, however, is not
quite the whole truth.

Ghost of the fourth-floor nun

A nun did kill herself by
jumping out a window on the
fourth floor of Webster Hall,
said Anna Barbara Sakurai, a
professor of math and com-
puter science and former Sister
of Loretto. There used to be a
stone arrangement and a statue
of the Blessed Mother at the
spot where her body landed.
Sakurai caulks the nun’s suicide
up to depression. Sakurai said,
before the '60s, a nun becom-
ing pregnant would have been
impossible; sisters could not go
anywhere unaccompanied or
live alone.

“She must have been a very
unhappy woman,” Sakurai
said. “You can imagine her still
traipsing the halls. Nuns could
barely breathe, they were ac-
companied everywhere and
wore their habit until they went
to bed”

When Sakurai was a
Webster student, an older nun
would tell ghost stories about
sisters going into the chapel
— where the Winifred Moore
Auditorium is now — to say
their nightly prayers. These
sisters would hear someone
praying in the back, but no one
would be there. The nun died
without saying her final prayers
and comes back every night to
make up for it.

Students who have lived
on the fourth floor of Loretto
Hall claim to have had strange
things happen to them to the
point where some couldn’t
sleep at night. Patrick Stack,
director of counseling and life
development, said students
have reported hearing a wom-
an crying and moaning at night
and walking up and down the
hallway.

He said about 10 years ago
while part of the fourth floor of
Loretto was closed for renova-
tions, students claimed they
could hear people talking and
saw lights on in the restricted
area. Stack and several Public
Safety officers took some stu-
dents into the locked-up area to
prove there weren't any ghosts.

However, all furniture had
been moved out of the resi-
dence halls, but they found
two rooms each with a large,
five-drawer bureau — not the
standard residence hall bureau.
Each bureau had clothing that
appeared to be from the ’20s,
Stack said.

As they continued down the
hall towards where the student
lounge was, he said it suddenly
became cold; lights started
flickering and a door from
one of the rooms slammed
shut. They investigated to see
if anyone was playing tricks
or if there was a breeze, but
no one was in the room — the
window was closed. Stack said
Public Safety went back to see
if the bureaus were still there
and they were gone. Stack
thought someone was playing
a trick on them, but neither he

See GHOSTS, Page 7

Visit http://www.
webujournal.com
for coverage of
~ “Can a Photo
Tell the Truth?” a
lecture held by Bill
Barrett, photogra-
phy professor and
- chairman of the
electronic and pho-
tographic media
department.
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Webster alumnus Joe Millitzer lifts his team’s soap box racer onto the scales for a pre-race weigh-in. The team barely made the 176-pound limit at 175 pounds.

Red Bull Soap Box Derby

Alumni team fails to make final cut

BY TOM PARR
tparr@webujournal.com

“Oh, shit!” soap-box driver Joe
Millitzer said he thought, seconds
before his makeshift 18-wheeler
was to be hurled down the 40-foot
starting ramp at the Red Bull Soap
Box Derby, Oct. 28 in Forest Park.

Millitzer and his teammates, all
Webster University alumni, were
one of 42 teams from 13 states
and two countries competing in
the Oct. 28 derby. Forest Park was
overrun with Drunken Elvii, seven-
foot Cheese Doodles and Japanese
schoolgirls — all vying for a spot
atop the coveted first place podium.
The derby, already a success in Eu-
rope, was the first Red Bull race
held in America. The grand prize
for the winning team would be a
VIP trip for five to see the Red Bull
NASCAR Nextel Cup racing team
compete next year.

The Webster team, nicknamed
Semi-Coherent, were inspired by
the “Smoky and the Bandit” mov-
ies — the trucker-based, speedster
flicks starring Burt Reynolds as an
outlaw bootlegger. Semi-Coherent
members donned flannels, five-gal-
lon hats, sexy police uniforms and
faux mustaches in a show of spirit
and unity — all in an effort to im-
press the judges and the fans.

Other teams made similar ef-
forts before the racing even began
— one of the most memorable be-
ing the jailbird/warden team called

Don't Drop the Soap Box, who
sang jailhouse ballads in front of
the team’s car — a rolling prison
cell. Another of the fan favorites
was the team of Tufts University
in Boston engineers and their Mr.
Peanut-inspired ride, Los Senores
Cacahuete.

Teams were pitted against one
another — and the clock. Twenty
heats determined the top four qual-
ifiers, who would go on to race for
the championship,

The build-up

Semi-Coherent’s team consisted
of Joe Millitzer, his wife Katie, Nick
Eaton, Riana Spencer and Ron
Parres — all 2002 Webster gradu-
ates. The team vehicle, a six-foot-
long 18-wheeler, complete with
“team idol” Burt Reynolds 8 x 10
photograph taped to the cockpit,
took six weeks to finish.

“We worked on it two hours a
day and all weekend;” said Parres,
an hour before the race. “Nick (Ea-
tons) dad had a really great garage/
shop in Kirkwood and we built the
truck there”

Parres said the team submit-
ted preliminary sketches to Red
Bull almost two months ago and
began construction immediately
upon receiving confirmation from
the energy drink company that the
sketches had been chosen. Parres
said Red Bull reportedly received
more than 500 rough plans and
narrowed the field to an eventual
42 cars. Red Bull took applications

via their Web site and chose the fi-
nal teams based on creativity and
technical prowess.

Many of the rides, including
Semi-Coherent, had trouble meet-
ing the weight limit. The cars could
not exceed 176 pounds without the
driver, and a few teams had to be
scratched at race time because the
cars were overweight. Luckily for
Semi-Coherent, they weighed in at
175 pounds; the team would have
been hard-pressed to find anything
else to pull off the rig had it come
down to it.

Semi-Coherent was built upon a
modified riding lawn mower chas-
sis the team found on the Web site
Craig’s List. The back axle and tires
were purchased from Home Depot
and the frame was plywood and
two-by-fours. The sturdiness of the
vehicle was in question, and as one
passer-by put it; “ There’s no way
that thing’s going to malke it

A trial run was scheduled for
Oct. 27 but was cancelled due to
the rain. Semi-Coherent’s team
spirit was never in doubt — but
its means of transportation soon
would be.

“The ramp remains untested
and our car remains untested,
Parres said.

When questioned prior to the
race about her biggest fear, Katie
Millitzer, whose husband Joe would
be steering the truck, said flatly,
“becoming a widow”” |

Unfortunately for Semi-Coher-

ent, the rig’s maiden voyage would
be its last.
The heat is on

Semi-Coherent’s rig was hauled
up to the top of the 40-foot starting
ramp by a system of switchbacks.
The teams first heat pitted them
against The Family Truckster, a
Woody-wagon inspired racer. After
being introduced to the crowd from
high atop the ramp, each team went
into a choreographed dance rou-
tine to handpicked music. This por-
tion of the contest also was judged.
Semi-Coherent got down to the
theme song from “Smoky,” while
Truckster boogied to the theme
song from the National Lampoon
vacation movies.

Then it was time to race.

Joe Millitzer, the teams driver,
climbed inside the rig while the
four members of the crew grabbed
hold of the truck, ready for the
bobsled-style push start. The drag
lights flashed yellow-yellow-green
and the race was on — at least for
The Family Truckster. The Woody-
wagon got a great start and was
three-quarters of the way down the
ramp before Semi-Coherent even
got going. :

“We had a horrible start;” said
Joe Millitzer said. “We were still
thinking about dancing”

Semi-Coherent overcame the
lackluster launch with a rolling fury
that would have made the Bandit
proud. Millitzer caught The Family
Truckster 100 yards before the har-

rowing, hairpin turn nicknamed
Carnage Corner, and the two were
neck and neck as they approached
the downhill section of the course.

“I kind of rammed him,” Joe
Millitzer said. “ But he was in my
way.

Joe Millitzer was literally rock-
ing back and forth inside the truck,
urging his vehicle towards the fin-
ish line. This was the closest and
slowest race of the day, and with
1,000 feet remaining, Semi-Coher-
ent began to pull away while the
Family Truckster began to fall apart
— literally.

“I didn't see him crash,” Mil-
litzer said. “ But I knew we would
finish because we were in it for the
long haul”

The pits

Semi-Coherents final time, ul-
timately, was not good enough to
qualify for the finals. The winning
team was Fast Food, which drew
upon the epic Roadrunner ver-
sus Coyote chases as inspiration.
The peoples choice was Quadra-
Gnomes, a giant, muscular torso
devised by Wash U. students. Al-
though Semi-Coherent didn't take
home any hardware, the team was
upbeat post-race and ready to be-
gin production for next year’s race.

“I would definitely do it again,’
Parres said. “ I think we know now
what it takes to win and can use
that to our advantage, Plus, nobody
died and that’s a good thing”

Students collect food, not candy

Donations will benefit the poor and homeless of St. Louis

BY MALLORY SKINNER
mskinner@webujournal.com

On Oct. 31, a day usually re-
served for donning ghoulish cos-
tumes and trolling neighborhoods
in quest of the best Halloween loot,
a group of 13 Webster students
chose to go door-to-door, gather-
ing food and money for homeless
and hungry St. Louisans.

Senior Nikki Dukes, a social sci-
ences major led this year’s edition
of Trick-or-Treat So Others Can
Eat. Dukes began participating in
the fundraiser as a teenager in her
hometown of Kansas City and has
been involved in the program for
the past eight years.

“Trick-or-Treat So Others Can
Eat is a fun way to do a service for
other people, Dukes said. “Its a
way to make sure people are getting
the things they need”

Dukes said the program origi-
nated in the 1980s in Kansas City,
where a group of teenagers decided
to trick-or-treat for charitable do-
nations instead of candy. The idea
quickly gained popularity and the
program - expanded. Dukes said
that, in Kansas City, she would
typically collect goods with a group
of 30 or 40 trick-or-treaters of all
ages. Dukes has led the program
at Webster for three years and said
she usually has five or six trick-or-
treaters. Each year a car will drive
behind them to collect the goods.
She added that last year her group
gathered a trunk full of goods.

“In Webster Groves, we haven’t
had such huge groups,” Dukes said.
“This year, were hoping for about
10 volunteers”

Dukes said the small number
of participants makes it difficult to
canvass large areas. She said, before
Halloween, volunteers commonly
distribute flyers and advertise-
ments to each house in their neigh-
borhood. The flyers contain infor-
mation about the fundraiser as well
as the time volunteers will return to
collect donations. If the homeown-
ers choose to participate, they can
display the door hanger and leave a
box or bag of goods on their stoop.
Dukes said this policy works well if
people are not home on Halloween
night. But with fewer volunteers,
the policy proves inefficient.

“Unfortunately, there are not al-
ways enough volunteers to ensure
that every house in the community
is visited,” Dulkes said.

In lieu of candy, Dukes said,
volunteers usually ask for canned
and boxed goods as well as healthy
treats like granola bars.

Dukes said she recently read
online that the program was being
adopted by people in other states.

“Im really excited to see it is
something that’s growing,” she said.

This Halloweens group of
trick-or-treaters included Dukes,
her husband Brian, junior journal-
ism major Breanna Herschelman,
junior resident assistant and film
major Matt Grant and nine of
Grant’s residents.

The trick-or-treaters gathered
outside of the parking garage and
dispersed into groups of two or
three in a residential area north of
Lockwood Ave. Using role-play,
Dukes, who dressed as a cowgirl
and her husband, who went as a Jedi
knight, demonstrated to volunteers
how to explain the program to resi-
dents and politely request canned
goods in place of candy.

Freshman communications
major Katherine Dockery, who
dressed as a Rubik’s Cube, said the
night marked her Yeturn to trick-
or-treating after a long hiatus.

“I chose to go as a Rubik’s Cube
because my boyfriend and I love
strategic puzzles,” she said.

The program, tagged as “trick-
or-treating with a twist,” is spon-
sored by St. Louis’ City Lights
Church. The church serves as a lo-
cation to drop off donations. Dukes
stressed that people can continue to
bring goods to the church up until
Nov. 5. On that Sunday, members
of the congregation will take in-
ventory and divide the donations
between La Clinica, a community
health center for underprivileged
Latinos and Centenary United
Methodist Church. Centenary
Church is located on Plaza Square
in downtown St. Louis and cooks
dinners for the needy. These or-
ganizations will determine how to
distribute the food and money col-
lected to people in need.
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Movie Review: ‘God Spoke’

Franken film polarizes audiences

BY ANTHONY BARSANTI
abarsanti@webujournal.com

“What I do isn't propaganda.
WhatI do is jujitsu,” said Al Frank-
en, a former “Saturday Night Live”
comedian, in reference to the tac-
tics of reversal he uses against his
enemies in the conservative media
on his left-wing talk radio network
Air America.

Directors Nick Doob and Chris
Hegedus are part of the documen-
tary trio that is spiritually led by
the legendary D.A. Pennebaker
(“Don’t Look Back”). Continuing
here with “Al Franken: God Spoke;’
they seem to be following one of
their two main strains of interest:
that of inspirational political fig-
ures — the other focuses on musi-
cally-unique characters.

Together, their subjects emit
a kind of historical significance,
almost as if the filmmakers are
tracking the major players in hu-
man history and placing tacks on a
timeline that denotes their cultural
infliction.

Though mostpeople willignore
this documentary due to the polit-
ically-polarizing subject, believers
in the new left and open-minded
cinephiles will most likely flock to
it, hoping for either a reason to be-
lieve in Frankens crusade or for a
reason to admire his gusto.

Amusing as his satiric efforts
may have been - taking on Bill
O'Reilly, launching the first lib-
eral-centered radio network and

pushing Kerry towards the Oval
Office — the film shows Franken
has far too much heart.

He stands everything he cares
about in front of a shooting gallery.
He says himself the only reason he
named his first radio show “The
O’Franken Factor” was to “annoy
and bait Bill O'Reilly;” the notori-
ously fiery host on the Fox News
Channel.

Seeing himself as a martyr for
the “elite East-Coast Liberals,” a
term coined by the Ann Coulter’s
and the Sean Hannitys of right-
wing punditry, Franken is blind in
his conviction to save us all from
being brainwashed by their slan-
derous lies. '

It is simply more interesting to
watch the footage as an indiffer-
ent outsider that Doob and He-
gedus have gathered over the past
few years, tailing the comedian-
turned-rebel-rouser on his exploits
at RNC rallies, USO tours and vari-
ous speaking engagements.

On a more personal level, we
see whose steps Franken follows:
his populist hero Paul Wellstone,
the late Minnesota senatorial can-
didate, and his father, a Buddy
Hackett fan who taught his son the
importance of carrying a sense of
humor through life.

In case you missed the show-
ing at Webster or The Chase, visit
the film's Web site at http://www.
godspokefilm.com to find the most
convenient showing.
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Vocalist Michele Isam sings “Feelin’ Good,” the song from “Roar of the
Greasepaint”Oct. 23 in the Winifred Moore Auditorium. The “Smeif of the
Crowd" was one of many songs performed at the Best Of Broadway show.

Concert honors

deceased

BY KAREN MCGLENN
kmcglenn@webujournal.com

If you closed your eyes, you
could imagine yourself sitting
at a small corner table sipping a
martini in a small, smoke-filled
jazz club. The tinkling of a piano
mixed in with the soft brush of
a drum and the low pulse of a
stand-up bass made up the jazz
ensemble at the TKT Memorial
Scholarship Concert Oct. 23 in
the Winifred Moore Auditorium.

The jazz scholarship was
established in memoriam by
the friends and family of three
Webster graduates: Terry Jack-
son, Kirk Cappello and Tony Sa-
puto, all of whom died in a plane
crash in 1991 while touring with
country singer Reba McEntire.

The theme for the annual
concert was “The Best of Broad-
way. Approximately 200 people
attended the concert to hear jazz
renditions of songs from various
Broadway productions, com-
posed by such notables as George
and Ira Gershwin, Rodgers and
Hammerstein and Stephen Sond-
heim.

Michael Parkinson, chairman
for the music department, said the
concert, which began in the mid-
90s, is a community celebration.

“This concert is in memory of
three wonderful young musicians
who excelled when they were stu-
dents and were on their way to
fantastic careers,” Parkinson said.

Parkinson said nearly $1,600

was raised from the concert for = -

the scholarship endowment fund.
The TKT scholarship is given to
junior or senior jazz studies stu-
dents who have a B-average or
better. The music department
currently has five TKT scholar-
ship endowments. Parkinson said
a group selects the recipients and
the families are given a chance to
voice their opinions.

“It benefits musicians who are
the future of the business,” Par-
kinson said.

This year’s recipients are senior

students

music major Randy Boyce, senior
jazz studies performance major
Abbie Hainz, junior jazz studies
performance major Nick Savage,
junior music major Paul Shanker
and junior music Mike Smith.

The performers for the eve-
ning were pianists Kim Portnoy,
Carole Schmidt and Jerry Lieb-
man; bassist Willem von Hom-
bracht; drummer Kevin Gianino;
and vocalists Michele Isam and
Charles Glen, along with Ralph
Butler of the Ralph Butler Band.

Phil Cappello, father of Kirk
Cappello, performed two songs
on piano. Parkinson said Phil
Cappello had been approached
several times over the years to
play at the concerts, but had al-
ways declined. Phil Cappello said
in previous years he was “just a
viewer” and enjoyed the concerts.

“This is a singular honor;” Phil

Cappello said. “These guys are all
such phenomenal talents.”
Also joining the musicians on
stage was sophomore Derick Tra-
mel, a music technology major.
Tramel played the baritone sax
alongside Schmidt and Isam.

“Carol  (Schmidt)  asked
around about a bari sax player
and I was recommended,” Trame]
said. “T enjoyed it.”

Lon Jackson, father of Terry
Jackson, said he enjoys the con-
certs and likes that the university
honors the three young men.

“I think it’s great. he said. “Its
giving something back. It shows
they were loved”

Cappello echoed that sentiment.

“The faculty and school make
this thing the success it is,” Cap-
pello said. “I cant say enough
about them.”

One of the songs Cappello
played was “Memories of You?”
He said his son is always there in
the back of his mind and his spirit
was probably with him on stage at
the concert.

“I sure hope so,” Cappello said
with a chuclde. “I think he was
— probably to keep me from
blowing it”

Students don drag for ‘Rocky Horror’

[

Left: Senior Jarrod Stetina (left) and Tyler
Cross (right) brought their best costumes to
the Oct. 26 screening of “The Rocky Horror
Picture Show" in the Grant Gymnasium.
Cross, who goes to SLU, hosted last year's
Drag Ball as his alter ego Siren. The screen-
ing was part of Shocktoberfest, a week-
long celebration that lead up to Halloween
hight, culminating in the Calabaza Party.
For further information about Shocktober-
fest, the “Rocky Horror” screening, as well
as a review of the film, see our Web site at
http://www.webujournal.com.

MAX GERSH / The Journal

Below: Students and alumni line up for
Jjudgment in the costume contest at a
Halloween party hosted by the Vietnamese
Student Association Oct. 28 in the Webster
Village Apartments Clubhouse. VSA Presi-
dent Lam Nguyen said he wanted this to
be an opportunity for students unfamiliar
with the holiday to learn more about Hal-

loween traditions in the United States.
AUDREY BURKE / The Journal

Movie Review: ‘Little Children’

Child molestation film tests aud

BY JAMES HANSEN
Jjhansen@webujournal.com

Todd Field exploded onto the
independent film scene five years
ago with his highly acclaimed de-
but “In The Bedroom.” His latest
feature, “Little Children,” has Oscar
written all over it. The film, adapt-
ed from a book by Tom Perrotta,
is beautiful, disturbing, darldy hu-
morous and resoundingly powerful
all in one. Field and Perrotta blend
every element to perfection in this
dark, nose-dive into suburbia.

Ghosts: Master

FROM PAGE 6

nor anybody else can explain what
they saw and heard.

“] did see the clothes, the lights
flicker and heard the bangs,” Stack
said. “I trust my colleagues in Public
Safety that all the doors were locked
and no one was allowed up there”

Not only have people heard
strange things, but some have actu-
ally seen forms or spirits lurking on
the fourth floor.

Billy Ratz, alumni programs offi-
cer, said he possibly saw the spirit of
a nun on the night of Oct. 5 on the
fourth floor of the Loretto tower.

“] was standing' there, looking
down the hall, when a black form
moved across the hallway’ Ratz
said. “It stopped and looked at me,
and then it was gone. All the office
doors were locked. It looked like it

Sarah Pierce (Kate Winslet) is
stuck in a dull marriage and grow-
ing frustrated with her repetitive
lifestyle. She goes to the park every
day with the neighborhood moth-
ers, where they become enamored
by a man they call the Prom King.
The Prom King, whose actual name
is Brad Adamson (Patrick Wilson
of “Angels in America”), also is
caught in a lifeless marriage to his
seemingly perfect wife, Kathy (Jen-
nifer Connelly). Sarah and Brad’s
relationship ignites into a passion-
ate love affair.

had something draped over its head
lilke a habit”

Stack said a student claimed to
have seen two ghosts in the student
lounge area of the fourth floor of
the residence wing of Loretto Hall.

“She said the figures were in hu-
man form, but were white, like they
were glowing,” Stack said.

There also are three possible
ghosts who haunt the Loretto-Hil-
ton Center. Several students have
reported having their lives saved
by the ghost. Students working
the lights on the catwalks said they
leaned over too far and then felt
something pull them up, when they
turned around no one was there.
Ghost of the master electrician

David Hitzert, who was the
master electrician for the Loretto-
Hilton, died of a lung embolism in

As their adulterous relationship
escalates, Brad joins a nighttime
football leagué with Larry Hedges,
a former cop. Larry is driven by his
obsession with a convicted child
molester, Ronnie, who has moved
into their peaceful community.
Larry has started an abusive group
to try and get Ronnie to leave
town.

“Little Children” is fueled by a
slew of great performances. Wins-
let has never been better and Wil-
son is having a breakthrough film
year with this film on top of the

electrician watches over

the lighting booth on the catwalks
on Labor Day 1982. The irony of
his death was that he died during
a rehearsal of the play “Tartuffe”
by Moliere; the playwright himself
died during one of his plays, “Le
Malade Imaginaire.”

David Hitzerts son, Jason G.
Hitzert a 1998 Webster alumnus,
said his father would enjoy the idea
that people believe hes a ghost like
Casper the Friendly Ghost.

“If my old man is over there,
I believe he’s helping out;” Hitzert
said. “He instills fear and confi-
dence. He's looking out, but they
better not mess around.”

Dottie Marshall Englis, a pro-
fessor and chairwoman of the the-
ater department, finds the idea of
Hitzert’s protective role to be com-
forting.

“I can imagine him up there (on

ferocious “Hard Candy.”

However, it is the devastating
scenes involving Ronnie, played
with dark tenderness by Jackie Ear-
le Haley, that often have the most
dramatic impact. On a hot sum-
mer day, Ronnie goes to cool off at
a local swimming pool filled with

. kids. When the children’s mothers

discover Ronnie in the pool, they
panic and call the police. Haley has
great range from being a sympa-
thetic character to suddenly transi-
tioning into the vile child molester
whom the town is worried about.

the catwalk), smoking and looking
down,” Englis said.

Peggy Thierhiemer, master
electrician for the Loretto-Hilton,
agrees Hitzert's ghost is looking out
for the theater.

“But if Dave (Hitzert) didu't like
the show, weird things would hap-
pen,” Thierhiemer said. “Switch-
boards would light up, the catwalk
door would open and close and
lights would go out”

Some students are afraid to
go up on the catwalk and refuse
to work up there late at night, but
people have always had feelings of
benevolence, Englis said.

Ghost of the gardener

Another possible ghost is the
gardener of the Frank Thompson
estate. He took care of the water
garden, which was located where

Child molestation and unset-
tling suburbia have been a common
thread in many recent films, head-
ed up by the filmography of direc-
tor Todd Solondz. However, Field
and Perrotta bring more depth to

the material than in any previous

films. Field brings in an edgy fra-
gility, punctuated by brutal reality
that is becoming increasingly rare.
As these realities catapult into
each other, “Little Children” takes a
bold leap in storytelling and pushes
the brink of going too far. The situ-
ations and emotions escalate and

the Loretto-Hilton is now. The
Webster-Kirkwood Times brought
the psychic Alexandria St. Lee to
the Loretto-Hilton in 1984 and
identified this man as a ghost.

In the article, St. Lee said she saw
an “elderly man, small and stooped,
about 78 or 80 years old, in turn-
of-the-century garb and a leather
apron. He was holding gardening
tools”” She said he enjoys the plays
and tries to give designers ideas.

Legend has it he only mani-
fests himself whenever question-
able things are done to the facility.
Thierhiemer thinks the gardener
might have something to do with
the basement of the Loretto-Hilton
flooding and water leaking in some
of the offices.

Ghost of the workman
St. Lee also identified another

1 8. 0.0.8.¢

ience’s limits

approach the point of spiraling out
of control.

Beneath the surface of a nearly
overwhelming conclusion, “Little
Children” gives us reaffirmation
in life and reason for the struggles
we battle through every day. The
challenges the characters faced and
whose relationships were tested are
all part of the giant puzzle of being
human.

“Little Children” is currently
in limited release. Viewers should
check their local listings for show-
times.

theater

ghost in the Loretto-Hilton. A
workman who died during the con-
struction of the Loretto-Hilton in
1966 slipped and fell from the roof.
While standing in the theater green
room, St. Lee said the workman
would only be around when he’s
needed — when someone is care-
less.

“I think hes decided that this
is where he wants to stay;” St. Lee
said.

Dottie Englis said David Hitzert
believed the workman was a ghost
in the Loretto-Hilton, but he would
say “Yeah, yeah, don't worry about
him, he’s a good guy”

Robbi Courtaway mentions the
supposed three ghosts of the Lo-
retto-Hilton in the book “Spirits of
St. Louis” published in 1999.
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Thursday, November 2

« Campus Activities is sponsoring water basketball at 9:30 p.m. in the University Center Pool as part of the new series of “What the Health”
programming. For more information, call ext. 7708.

« Maxine Clark, founder and chief executive of Build-A-Bear Workshop, will be dicussing “Power of a Plan: Building a Company for Success” from
11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. in the Sverdrup building, room 123. Space is limited, so reservations are requested. To R.S.V.P. or for more information, e-
mail entrepreneurship@webster.edu. -
o The Webster University Film Series presents “Krzysztof Kieslowski: Early Work” at 8 p.m. in the Winifred Moore Auditorium.

Friday, November 3

» First Friday’s Open Mic Night is at 8 p.m. in Marlettos Marketplace. For more information, call ext. 7708.

» The Fall 2006 Workshop Series is sponsoring “Using M.S. Excel to Create Inventory Lists and Data Tracking” from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. in Webster Hall,
room 407. Admission is free for Webster faculty, staff, students and alumni and $25 for non-Webster attendees. For more information, call ext. 5995.

« The Webster University Film Series presents “Krzysztof Kieslowski: Early Work” at 8 p.m. in the Winifred Moore Auditorium.

Saturday, November 4

« An Evening of Piano Ensemble Literature begins at 7 p.m. in the Winifred Moore Auditorium. The concert is sponsored in part by the Steinway Piano
Gallery of St. Louis and is presented in conjunction with the Krzsztof Kieslowski Film Retrospective. Admission is free to students, faculty and staff with
valid Webster ID, $5 for adults and $3 for seniors. For more information, call ext. 7174.

« The Webster University Film Series presents “Krzysztof Kieslowski: Early Work” starting at 8 p.m. in the Winifred Moore Auditorium.

Sunday, November5

o The Webster Student Jazz Combos will perform at 4 p.m. in the Singleton Chapel as part of the St. John’s Concert Outreach Series. The concert will be
held in St. John's United Methodist Church, located at 5000 Washington Place at Kinghighway in the Central West End. Admission is free and open to the
public. A reception will follow the concert. For more information, call 361-3543.

« The Webster University Film Series presents “Krzysztof Kieslowski: Early Work” at 8 p.m. in the Winifred Moore Auditorium.

Monday, November 6
o Atreyu will at 7 p.m. at The Pageant with Every Time I Die and Chiodos.The venue is located at 6161 Delmar Blvd. Admission is $20 in advance and $23
the day of the show. There is a $2 surcharge for minors. For more information, call 726-6161 or visit http://www.thepageant.com.

Tuesday, November 7 _

o An Election Night Party will be held at 6 p.m. in the UC Sunnen Lounge. The event is sponsored by the Holden Public Policy Forum. For more
information, call ext. 5976. ;

« The Brown Bag Luncheon Series will have a panel discussion, “Welcome to SIM City: Chart Your Own Path with a Self-Designed Interdisciplinary
Major,” from noon to 1 p.m. in the Emerson Library Conference Room. Snacks and beverages are provided. Admission is free.

» Eileen Smith, professor at Webster’s London Campus and researcher of the Imperial War Museum, will be speaking on “Got any gum chum? Experiences
of British Children WWII” at noon in the UC Sunnen Lounge. For more information, call ext. 7705. Admission is free and open to the public.

Wednesday, November 8

« There will be beginning level salsa lessons at 8:30 p.m. and at the advanced level at 9:30 p.m. in the Dance Studio in the Loretto-Hilton. Th lessons are
part of “What the Health” programming. For more information, call ext. 7708.

» The Classical Guitar Ensemble, under the direction of John McClellan, will perform at 7 p.m. in the Winifred Moore Auditorium. Admission is free to
Webster students and a $3 general admission. For more information, call ext. 7128.

Want your event listed in The Venue? E-mail us at calendar@webujournal.com
and get the attention of The Journal’s more than 3,000 readers!

THE SAMURA\ OF PUZZLES By Michael Mepham
276 1
4|3 6 7

5 4 8

Level of Difﬁ(l.llty! 3 Oct. 26 puzzle solution

8 4|8|1|9|2]|5|6]|7
Complete each grid so each row, column |76|5|814|3[2]9]1
and three-by-3 box (in bold borders) 9/1|2]|5]/7|6(a 3|8
contains every digit 1to 9. For strategies 1/3|9]|2|6|7]|8|4]|5
on how to solve Sudoku, (4|8 HEEE 6129
visit http://www.sudoku.org.uk. 2|5/6|4l8lal7]71(3

5|9/1]6(2[8[3]7]4
The solution to this puzzle will be pub- 312/4(7]1|5]9|8!6
lished Nov. 9. 6/7/8lol3]4[1]5/2
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Freshman Abby Williams sets the ball for freshman Kaylee Schaefer as a Greenville College opponent waits in

anticipation. Webster went on to win the match in the first three games Oct. 31 at Grant Gymnasium. The match
set the stage for a Saint Louis Intercollegiate Athletic Conference Championship showdown with the top-seeded
Principia College Panthers in Principia, Ill.,, Nov. 4.

Principia or bust

BY RACHEL LEBO
rlebo@webujournal.com.

Coming off a win against the
Fontbonne University Griffins on
their own turf left the women’s
volleyball team in high spirits.

The Gorloks haven't won a
game at Fontbonne since 1998.
The Oct. 26 game changed that
and left Webster’s overall record
at 17-10 and the St. Louis Inter-
collegiate Athletic Conference
record at 7-1.

“We played well,” Head Coach
Merry Graf said. “It was the most
relaxed I've ever been when we
played in their gym?”

Before the Oct. 31 match against

Greenville College, the Mon-
ster Mash Tailgate took place in
the University Center parking lot
to support the volleyball team.
Campus Activities, Student Ath-
letic Advisory Council, Audio
Engineering Society and Dance-
line co-sponsored the activity.

Small children trick-or-treat-

ing came accompanied by their
parents and had free reign over
car trunks full of candy. Chants of
“Lel’s get rowdy” were heard from
some of the crowd. Junior Steph-
anie Gallaway, a media commu-
nications and video production
major, enjoyed the atmosphere of
the event.

“Hey, it's great,” Gallaway said.
“Free food and school spirit are a
good combination”

The match against Greenville
was a victory in three games for
the Gorloks that took their over-
all record to 18-10 and SLIAC
record to 8-1. It was also Senior
Night for Webster athletes Lesley
Poggemoeller, Melanie Klingel-
hoefer and Susi Reigel.

The first game started with a
quick kill by junior Crystal Shel-
ton, and the pace was set. The
Gorloks were in high spirits and
won the game 30-13.

Shelton started the second
game with another kill and
Webster quickly won the game

30-13.

Greenville played strong in
the beginning of game three and
gave the Gorloks more of a chal-
lenge than the prior two games.
Webster came out ahead and took
the game 30-26.

“We played well,” said Soph-
omore hitter Erin Grobe. “We're
all looking forward to the tour-
nament and we play Greenville
again this weekend. We gave
them the right message to-
night”

The Gorloks travel Nov. 4 to
Principia College for the SLIAC
tournament. At 11 a.m. they will
play Greenville College and if
they win they will go on to play
Principia College for the champi-
onship title.

“We're excited for the tourna-
ment,” Graf said. “The girls went
out there and played well. They
got the job done for tonight’s
game and hopefully we'll win the
first game for the tournament and
go on to try for the title”

Cards: Happiness

FROM PAGE 10

The Sunday following the
World Series came the parade
and the rally at Busch Stadium.
Since I was not lucky enough to
get tickets to the World Series,
the parade was something I was
not going to miss.

As Cardinal fans lined up on
both sides of Market Street in
downtown St. Louis, I realized
just how lucky I was to live in
this city.

As 1 tired to find a place to
stand where I could snap pictures
of my favorite players, people
were more than willing to squeeze
together to get everyone as close
as they could to the barriers.

“Its Cardinal Nation,” one
guy said to me as he stood there
smashed in between five people.
“It’s what we do here”

Complete strangers became
the best of friends that day, shar-
ing one thing in common: the
sheer joy of a Cardinals’ World
Series title. '

Memories of the season were
being traded from one loyal fan
to the next.

Once the parade started,
things got a little crazy. The noise
level rose as the players drove by
in their truck. Flash bulbs were
going off left and right, people
hoping to get a picture of their
favorite Redbird player.

Even now, almost a week af-
ter the big win, it’s all anyone

abounds

can talk about. Winning the
World Series is still in the news
broadcasts and on the cover of
the newspaper. This is some-
thing that Cardinal fans will
be talking about for weeks to
come.

With the season over, I find
myself already missing base-
ball. Spring training is only a
few months away, and I'm sure
tha¢ all of St. Louis is excited for
another memorable season to
start.

No one can foresee what's in
store for the Cardinals next sea-
son. Who knows, maybe we'll
get lucky again and see another
World Series win. After all, any-
thing is possible in Cardinal Na-
tion.

SLIAC: WU ready for defense

FROM PAGE 10

contests this season, but are
familiar with the other two teams
to round out the four-team play-
off. The winner is crowned con-
ference champion and receives an
NCAA berth. Webster defeated
the -second-seeded Greenville
College Panthers 5-0 in late Sep-
tember, and defeated the third-
seeded Principia College Pan-
thers 3-2 Oct.7.

The Gorloks surrendered their
only non-win in conference play
to the Griffins with a 2-2 tie Oct.
7 before dropping a non-confer-
ence game to Fontbonne Oct. 18
in a 1-0 loss after two overtimes.

“If you look at that Fontbonne
game we lost, and the number of
golden opportunities we had, we
had to finish,” Head Coach Marty
Todt said. “And when we finish
early, we're more relaxed. And
when we're more relaxed, we play
our game better”

Game results back up Coach
Todt's theory since Webster has
jumped out to the early lead in
11 games this season, with eight
victories and one tie resulling in
those 11 games. Webster also has
outscored the opposition 29-9 in
the first half of games this sea-

son.

“That Fontbonne game was
tough to drop,” Assistant Coach
Alex Fritts said. “But at least it
was a non-conference game, so
there weren’t any points at stake””

Webster finished the confer-
ence season with 22 total points.
Greenville and Principia each
finished with 18 points, with
Greenville being awarded the
two seed after defeating Prin-
cipia twice this season, including
their 2-0 win Oct. 14 in confer-
ence play. Fontbonne finished
the season with 16 points in the
conference, landing them as the
fourth seed.

The Gorloks are a well-round-
ed team heading into the SLIAC
tournament, with their offense,
defense and goalkeeping clicking
on all cylinders. In 17 total games
played this season, the Gorloks
have scored 52 goals while hold-
ing their opponents to just 18.

“The defense has been playing
very well,” Fritts said. “We're still
platooning our goalies each game,
and that’s working out nicely. We
wish we could get them a couple
more shutouts, because they've
earned them. Unfortunately,
we've allowed a goal here or a
goal there that has cost them”

Together, the rotating goal-

tending tandem of senior Chris
Hartman and sophomore Dustin
Simpson has produced five shut-
outs on the seasons, while both
logging more than 800 minutes
in the net and allowing only nine
goals each. Both players shared
the honor of defending the net in
Webster’s final game of the regu-
lar season against Maryville, with
neither player allowing a goal in
the half they were on duty.

The Gorloks advanced past
the SLIAC tournament last year,
but lost the NCAA tournament
opener to Trinity College (Texas)
3-0. With the team riding mo-
mentum from its offensive surge
and defensive domination this
season, the Gorloks hope to con-
tinue playing after this weekend’s
tournament is complete.

“We're starting to figure it out
now after all of our injuries,” Fann
said. “Against Fontbonne we had
some people sitting out because
of injuries or cards. But now we
have our full line-up, and I think
we can make a run”

The first round of the SLIAC
tournament takes place Nov. 2,
and the finals will be played Nov.
4. The winner is awarded the
SLIAC conference championship
and receives a spot in the NCAA
tournament.

Taking a different path

Junior Cayla Clark, former Webster soccer player,
is trying her luck with the cross country team in 06

BY ANDREA PASZKIEWICZ
apaszkiewicz@webujournal.com

At 6:30 every morning, junior
Cayla Clark is out running with
her five cross country teammates
trying to work out any kinks.
Clark is the newest member of
the team and only ran in the last
three meets of the season, but
she is no stranger to competitive
sports.

For her first two years at
Webster, Clark was a member
of the women’s soccer team, but
this year she decided to run cross
country. Clark declined to reveal
the specifics of her decision not
to play soccer.

“She’s an outstanding, indi-
vidual athlete, a multi-talented
athlete, who made a personal de-
cision,” said Luigi Scire, women’s
soccer head coach. “I think it’s the
thought that she wants to excel at
a sport, and she feels that cross
country is the sport she can excel
at” '

Clark still supports her old
teammates, though. In fact, it
was on the sidelines of a soccer
game that Chris Bunch, head
coach of Webster’s cross coun-
try team, first approached Clark
about running on his team.

Bunch said he approached
Clark about her potential for
cross country after he noticed
she wasn't playing in the women’s
soccer game he attended earlier

this semester. He said the idea
of pursuing cross country had al-
ready crossed Clark’s mind.

“A lot of athletes have a prob-
lem when their careers are over
of not having anything to shoot
for and compete against,” Bunch
said. “So,Ijust urged her to come
out and try [cross country] to see
if she liked it”

Since shes still new to the
sport, Clark ran in the sixth spot
on the team, which technically
doesn't count toward the team’s
overall score. Since the first five
runners scores are counted,
Clarlds biggest goal is to become
more useful to her team as this
season wraps up and they look
forward to next fall.

“I'm still kind of in the transi-
tion period,” Clark said. “It’s to-
tally different. I don't know how
to pace myself yet. I'm still trying
to figure all of that out. I just got
to get used to running and not
chasing a ball, not chasing any-
thing, except for the girls in front
of me”

Bunch is confident Clark will
improve because he believes all
meets are just steppingstones to
where the runners are going in
the sport. Clark now has a legiti-
mate starting point and knows
what it will take to get where she
wants to be competitively, Bunch
said.

“I think for her its a little dif-
ferent than the other [runners] be-

CLARK

cause she’s just starting out,” Bunch
said. “She didn’t even have a time to
base anything by, and now she has
a time in her head and a mark to
hit”

Clark didn’t run with the rest
of her teammates in the SLIAC
Conference meet Oct. 28 because
only the top five runners of each
team compete in the final meet.

Anticipating the beginning of
next season, Clark’s main con-
cerns ‘are to improve, have fun
and stay in shape. Clark said she
had nothing to lose by joining
the team for her last two years at
Webster.

“I'm going to be out there run-
ning anyways on my own, Clark
said. “So, I might as well do it
competitively. I might not ever
place, but that’s not really what
I'm looking for”

Seniors: Want to finish in style

FROM PAGE 10

accumulated 81 total games
played in four years. Midfielder
Shaina Neiderschulte averaged
almost 10 goals a season. Goal-
tender Heather Schaefer tallied
245 saves. Captain forward Mary
Bunt had 84 points and midfield-
ers Kristen Kinsella and Michelle
Sweeney tallied 47 points.

“I am going to miss what
they bring as individuals,” Head
Coach Luigi Scire said. “And all
six of them are class individuals”

Each of the six seniors were
honored before the Oct. 28 match
up with the Maryville Saints.
Each player was recognized with
flowers, balloons, picture collages

Telemarketing

Earn $9-12
per hour

Part-time days or
evenings
No experience
necessary

Webster Groves
call
(314) 962-6000

and even framed jerseys com-
memorating their contribution to
the program.

“These girls have been out-
standing ambassadors for the
girl’'s soccer program,” Scire said.

During the four years that
Scire coached these six seniors
he claimed the head coach of the
year honor in 2003 and 2005.
With yet another dominating
season Scire will likely win the
award once again for 2006.

After their 2-1 overtime defeat
of Maryville, the Gorloks happily
greeted family and fans on the
sidelines for what turned into
tearful embraces. The last regu-
lar season game for the Gorloks
gave the team an opportunity for
revenge of their 2-1 non-confer-

ence loss to Maryville Oct. 18.
While the Gorloks already locked
down a conference title Oct. 21
against. Blackburn College, the
team still feels like there is some-
thing to prove.

“We are not taking any team
lightly, Neiderschulte said. “It
doesn’'t matter who the team is,
we have to be ready”

However, The Gorloks still
have unfinished business. The
SLIAC tournament begins Nov.
1 when the Gorloks will take on
Westminster College at Anheuser
Busch Soccer Park. The Gorlok
seniors hope to go out in style
with a SLIAC tournament win
and their third NCAA tourna-
ment appearance in four years.

Morning Hours

Looking for a job

to fit in with
your class schedule?

A job that has just the right number of
hours! Not too few hours but not too
many hours to interfere with school?

Rockwood School District
Adventure Club
has the right job for you!
6:30/7:00 AM - 8:00/8:30 AM
Afternoon Hours 2:30/3:30 PM - 5:30/6:00 PM
$8:15 per hour
Ask about our Split Shift Bonus!
Call 636-861-7768

| - The Music

The Art
The Culture
The Philosophy
The Coffee!

Don’t Miss this Spring 07" Class
ISTL 2550 section 04
Professor Morse




Page 10 - www.webujournal.com

November 2-8, 2006 - The Journal

ASHLEY HEIENER / The Journal

Junior Kyle Milfeld, left, busts a move to try and deceive the defenseman of

Maryville University Oct. 28 at home.

First Place again

BY JAY TROWER
Jtrower@webujournal.com

As the calendar page flips
from October to November, the
Gorlok men’s soccer team leaves
a successful regular season be-
hind. Now, the defending con-
ference champions prepare for
their first-round match-up in
the Saint Louis Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference tournament
this week.

Webster finished the regular
season with an overall record of
12-3-2 and received the top seed
in the SLIAC tournament after
barreling through the conference
with a 7-0-1 mark. The Gorloks
put the final touches on their
season with a 2-0 victory over
SLIAC foe Maryville University
to close out the regular season.

Carrie Shylanski

This;MLB season
was definitely
- for the birds

“Go crazy folks, go crazy
The late Cardinals’ announcer
Jack Buck’s famous line was be-
ing heard all around St. Louis
this week as the Cardinals won
their 10" World Series title- the
first in 24 years.

Everywhere I went the week
of the World Series people were
clad in red, sporting a T-shirts
with their favorite players
names on the back. All anyone -
could talk about was the World
Series, either what happened
in the game the night before or
what was going to happen that
night. The news wasn't the news
anymore; it was Cardinals 101.
Being a St. Louisan was some-
thing to be even more proud of
that week.

Watching game five was
pure excitement for me, as well
as for the rest of Cardinal Na-

.tion. Going into game five, I
didn’t want to say the Cardinals
were going to win that night,
but I had a feeling they would.
It all came down to the last
out; my stomach was a ball
of nerves. Sitting on the edge
of the couch, I waited for that
last strike in the bottom of
the ninth. When Adam Wain-
wright threw the pitch, to win
the World  Series, nothing
but pure adrenaline pumped

.through my veins. To say I just
sat on my couch and smiled
when the Cardinals won would
not be accurate. Jumping up
and down, screaming my head
off was more like it. I had just
witnessed the Redbirds win the
World Series — something I
have waited for my entire life.

The day after the game, Car-
dinal Nation was in full force.
It was a zoo at the local Sports
Authority to get one of those
:much-coveted World Series

- Champions T-shirts. Any place
‘that sold anything Cardinre-
lated was bound to be jam-
packed.
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See CARDS, Page 9

Sophomore Captain Kevin
Fann scored both goals in Web-
ster’s victory over the Saints,
bringing his season total to 19
goals. That mark ties former
Websterplayer Jeremy Amsler’s
school record for goals that has

stood for 20 seasons. Fann has

a chance to break that record
with at least one more game re-
maining in the win and advance
SLIAC tournament.

The Gorloks’ first-round op-
ponent will be the fourth-seeded
Fontbonne University Griffins
on 4 p.m. Nov. 2. at the Anheus-
er-Busch Sports and Conference
Center.

The Gorloks felt a little resis-
tance from the Griffins in two

See SLIAC, Page 9

Women'’s Soccer

WU earns top seed in playoff

BY MATT MAJIKAS
mmajikas@webujournal.com

After a lopsided 7-0 win against
Blackburn College Oct. 21, the
Webster women’s soccer team are
poised to make a run at the team’s
third Saint Louis Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference Champion-
ship in four years.

The victory prompted the
Maryville Saints womens soc-
cer players to take a cheap shot
at the reigning SLIAC champion
Gorloks. They created a Facebook
group prior to the match with the
Gorlok womens soccer team de-
claring their intentions to “kick
some Gorlok ass.”

Oct. 28, the Gorloks squared oft
with Maryville with nothing left to
prove conference-wise. Maryville

" had topped the Gorloks in a 2-1

non-conference match up the pre-
vious week, and the Gorloks' un-
defeated SLIAC record was on the
line.

' “Since theloss against Maryville,
we refocused in terms of what we
need to do to finish strong,” Head
Coach Luigi Scire said. “I think
Maryville is going to play their best
game of the season””

The Gorloks happily welcomed
back junior Katie Mannion for the
match. Mannion returned from an
ACL injury that sidelined her for
half of the season.

“I am so ready to go,” Mannion
said before the game. “I have no

doubt that everyone is fired up to
play”

The Gorloks got on the board
first when senior defender Jennifer
McShechy found the back of the
net with four minutes remaining
in the first half. The Gorloks main-
tained the lead throughout the sec-
ond half behind strong goaltending
from senior Heather Schaefer and
sophomore Jessica Kozeny, who
combined for seven saves.

Just when the Gorloks thought
they had the game wrapped up,
Maryvilles Katie Biri trickled a ball
into the Gorlok net in the 89th min-
ute, sending the game into overtime.
In the 107th minute, SLIAC Player
of the Week for Oct. 2 through 8,
freshman Kelsey McClure, buried
her team-leading 18th goal — a
shot that sank just below the cross-
bar giving the Gorloks a 2-1 double
overtime win. :

After the game, Scire turned his
back to the field for a discrete fist
pump.

The win not only gave the
Gorloks bragging rights, but also
a perfect 8-0 SLIAC record. How-
ever, the Gorloks had mixed emo-
tions after the win. Six Gorlok se-
niors had played their last regular
season game,

“This program is going to miss
their passion for this game,” Scire
said. “To be playing in the con-
ference tournament again speaks
highly of their motivation and'de-
termination”’

The graduating Gorloks are:
goalie Heather Schaefer, defender
Jennifer McSheehy, forwards Mary
Bunt and Shaina Neiderschulte
and midfielders Kristen Kinsella
and Michelle Sweeney — of whom
all played four years of soccer.

The Gorloks now turn their
focus to the SLIAC tournament,
which will begin Nov. 1 when they
take on Westminster College at
Anheuser Busch Soccer Park. The
Gorloks shut out Westminster in
each of their previous regular sea-
son games outscoring the Blue Jays
5-0.

“We are not taking any team
lightlyy Neiderschulte said. “It
doesn't matter who the team is; we
have to be ready”

The Gorloks hope to make their
second NCAA  tournament ap-
pearance in as many seasons and
improve on their showing from last
season. The Gorloks were knocked
out of the first round of the NCAA
tournament' by Wheaton College
last season. With a favorable over-
all record and a SLIAC tournament
win, the Gorloks would likely get a
higher seeding for the first round
of the NCAA tournament this fall.
With a newly found focus, the en-
tire Gorlok squad is confident the
team will send its senior leaders out
in style.

“Physically, our skills and abili-
ties are there,” Scire said. “We have
to be mentally prepared to play at
all times” i

Team ho_nors
six seniors

The success of the women’s.
soccer season can be attributed
to the success of the team’s many
seniors who now look to the con-
ference tournament as a bitter-
sweet ending to their careers.

This season six seniors led
the Gorloks to a perfect 8-0 Saint

Louis Intercollegiate Athletic
Conference record, along with a
15-3-1 overall record.

Over the last four seasons the
Gorloks dominated the SLIAC.

In the four seasons that this class -

of six seniors played the Gorloks
accumulated 61 wins, including
a staggering 40-3 SLIAC record.
Add on three SLIAC Confer-

ence Championships and two
NCAA Tournament appearances
with one in'the running and the
Gorloks have developed into a
dynasty. :

The d'efense-Was anchored by

'captlain Jennifer McSheehy, who

See SENIORS, Page 9

SLIAC soccer preview: How WU stacks up

Men
The seeds

#1Webster University Gorloks
22 Pts: (12-3-2) Overall (7-0-1)
Conf. :

#2 Greenville College Panthers
18 Pts: (11-5-4) overall (6-2-0) conf.,
#3 Principia College Panthers
18 Pts: (12-8-0) overall  (6-2-0)
conf,,

#4 Fontbonne Univ, Griffins
16 Pts: (9-8-1) overall (5-2-1) conf.

The key players
Greenville : Travis Siebert, goalie,
senior (15 GA, 7-4-4 record, 5 shut-
outs)

Principia : Ricky Seaman, mid-
field/forward, freshman (12 goals, 4
assists)

Fontbonne : Dane Arand, forward,
senior (17 goals, 7 assists)

Webster : Kevin Fann, sophomore
(19 goals, 5 assists)

Women

The seeds
#1Webster University Gorloks
24 pts, (8-0-0) conf. (15-3-1) overall
#2 seed Principia College Pan-
thers, 21 pts, (7-1-0) conf. (15-5-0)
overall
#3 seed Maryville University
Saints, 16 pts (5-2-1) conf. (13-5-1)
overall
#4 seed Westminster College
Blue Jays, 13 pts (4-3-1) conf. (7-
9-1) overall

The key players
Principia, Christina Day, senior,
forward, (20 goals, 8 assists)
Maryville,KendriaBoddie,
freshman, goalie, (1234 mins. 15
GA, 77 saves, 10-4-1) 4 shutouts
Westminster Danielle Shannon,
junior, forward, (7 goals, 1 as-
sist)

Webster, Kelsey McClure, fresh-
man, forward/Midfield, (18 goals, 6
assists)

e Veréas Webster

Webster @ Greenville College, Sept. 23, away 5-0 win
Webster @ Fontbonne, Oct. 4, away 2-2 tie*
Webster @ Principia, Oct. 7, away 3-2 win
Webster vs. Fontbonne, Oct. 18, home 0-1 (2 OT) loss

*Denotes conference game

Versus Webster

Webster @ Principia Oct. 7: away, (6-2) win*
Webster vs. Westminster Oct. 11: home, (3-0) win
Webster @ Maryville Oct. 17: away, (1-2) loss
Webster vs. Maryville, home Oct. 28, (2-1) 2 OT win*

Stats compiled by Jay Trower

KEEP ON TRUCKIN' ...

GORLOK
GLANCE

Women’s soccer
Nov. I SLIAC Semi-Fi-
nals @ Anhueser-Busch
Soccer Park 7 p.m.

Nov. 4 SLIAC Champi-
onship vs. TBA

Men’s soccer
Nov. 1 SLIAC Semi-
Finals vs. @ Anhueser-
Busch Soccer Park
7 p.m.
Nov. 4 SLIAC Cham-
pionship @ Anhueser-
Busch Soccer Park
1 p.m.

Volleyball

Nov. 4 @ SLIAC Finals

@ Principia University
‘Ip.m.

Men’s & Women'’s
home soccer games are
played at Anheuser-
Busch soccer park.
Home volleyball games
are played at Grant
Gymnasium.

Next week:

ARE WE READY FOR SOME
FOOTBALL? HOOPS AND
SLIAC PLAYOFF RECAPS

Story Ideas?

Send them via the Internet
to tparr@webujournal.com
Or via the telephone at

(314) 961-2660 ext. 7575.

2002 Webster alumnus Joe Millitzer cruises down the front stretch during the Red Bull Soap Box
Derby Oct. 28 in Forest Park. Millitzer, along with four other Webster alumni, fashioned their
derby car, Semi-Coherent, aﬁe'r the “Smoky and the Bandit” movies. Semi-Coherent, one of 42

vehicles created specifically for the event, won its first race but failed to qualify for the finals.

SEE RED BULL, PAGE 6

Photo by Mariano Ulibarri
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Updated
Web site

to debut

BY BETH PRUSACZYK
bprusaczyk@webujournal.com

Webster University is set to unveil an
updated Web site Nov 9.

Dan Perkins, director of interactive
media and marketing, said the delay was
due to spring 2006 registration, which
began for seniors Nov. 6.

“That allowed us to get past the first
three days of registration, which are his-
torically the highest traffic days for the
Web site,” Perkins said.

Perkins said those in interactive me-
dia and marketing are excited to launch
an overhauled Web site that provides
a fresh look for the university. The new
site will also make it easier for people to
navigate and find the information they
desire. He said the changes include a new
home page and new content behind al-
most every link on the home page.

“In many cases, we've created and
updated content two and three clicks
beyond the home page, Perkins said.
“At that point, we have linked to existing
content in the old design, until we have
time to build out the rest of the site”

Besides a new look, the home page
now has new links — one for prospective
students and one for current students,
Perkins said. When current students click
on the link, they will have access to 20 or
30 of the most important pieces of infor-
mation within the entire Webster Uni-
versity Web site. He also said these pieces
of information will change as needed.

“For example, registration is now a
key link on this page,” Perkins said. “As
we move closer to graduation, the infor-
mation that students will need to know
about commencement will be highlight-

_ed on this page”

The new graduate admissions site
launched in July 2006, making it possible
for prospective students to apply online.
Perkins said since the launch, they re-
ceived more than 1,000 applications on-

~line within the first three months.

According to. the National Associa-
tion for College Admission Counseling,
in 2005 colleges and universities nation-
wide received an average of 49 percent of
their applications online. Webster is now
entering the online application world.

Perkins said the new undergraduate
admissions site is expected to release
within the week, but there are some is-
sues with the launching.

“Since we collect information and ap-
plication fees from prospective students
through the online application, we have
to take extra precaution to insure that all
of those processes work properly,” Per-
kins said.

Perkins said the new Web site was a
joint effort. ;

“It has been a true team effort between
information technology and marketing
to create a Web site that better manages
and delivers the vast amount of content
that is needed to tell the story of a world-
wide university, Perkins said. “There's
still much work to be done, but this is an
important first step”

MAX GERSH / The Journal

Political observers cram into the University Center Sunnen Lounge for former Gov. Bob Holden'’s Election Night 2006 Party. The event featured call-ins and visits from analysts, candidates
and political party members, who fielded questions from the audience. By the end of the night, more than 200 people had attended.

Dems seize House,
Senate victory likely

BY JAMES CHILTON
jchilton@webujournal.com

Students packed the
University Center Sunnen
Lounge the night of Nov. 7
for former Goy. Bob Hold-
en’s Election Night 2006
Party. As election results
began pouring in, Holden
fielded questions to several
guest speakers from both
sides of the political spec-
trum.

More than 200 students
filtered in and out of the

_ room while televisions lin-

ing the walls updated the
crowd on local and national
elections. Republicans and
Democrats alike turned
out, fraternizing with one
another and contributing
questions to the speakers.
As CNN called the
House of Representatives

*

i *

*v*\ *

for the Democrats, how-
ever, a chorus of cheers re-
vealed the party affiliation
of much of the crowd.

After 12 years of nearly
uninterrupted Republican
control of Congress, elec-
tion night proved a major
success for the Democrats,
who took a projected 28
seats in the House and six
seats in the Senate as of 4:15
a.m. Nov. 8. To regain a ma-
jority, Democrats needed
15 seats in the House and
six in the Senate.

“I think the whole
thing’s a referendum on the
Bush administration, its a
referendum on a lot of key
issues,” said Kathy Corley, a
film and video professor. “I
am so excited that people
have been re-energized
about politics, particularly
the student population”

In Missouri’s US. Sen-
ate race, challenger Claire
McCaskill unseated in-
cumbent Republican Jim
Talent by a razor-thin mar-
gin, giving Democrats a
much-needed victory in an
already-tight bid for con-
trol of the Senate.

“If you're a Republican,
youd better have a life jack-
et on,” said Republican Na-
tional Political Consultant
call-in Steve Grand.

Sen. Dick Durbin (D-
IL), also over the phone
predicted major changes in
public policy to come with
Democratic control of Con-
gress, including changes
in US. fiscal policy, alter-
ing the conduct of the War
on Terror and the war in
Irag, and moving to enact
the recommendations of
the 9/11 Commission, the

+G  51seats

¢

group that investigated the
attacks and issued a report
to Congress.

“You'll actually have a
two-party system,” Durbin
said.

James Brasfield, presi-
dent of Websters Faculty
Senate and the former may-
or of Crestwood, said he ex-
pected Democrats to force
President George W. Bush
to adopt a more inclusive,
bipartisan agenda for his
last two years in office.

“Bush is going to have
to be bipartisan not only
in terms of working with
the Democrats, but he’s
also going to have to take
a more moderate approach
in some of his policy posi-
tions, Brasfield said.

Brasfield further an-
ticipated that working
with Democrats may actu-
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Abby Heft colors in Democratic seats for the U.S. Senate in
the UC Sunnen Lounge on Nov. 7.

ally help the president pass
some of his agenda, such as
immigration reform.
Senior Asher Mendel,
an audio production ma-

+28 221seats

Projected results as of 4 a.m. election night
Democratic Senate numbers include two independent members that caucus with Democrats.

17 undecided

jor, said while Democratic
control of Congress was
crucial this election, there

See VOTE, Page 2
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Webster unveils new refund options

BY KELLEY ATHERTON
katherton@webujournal.com

Students will have new options
for receiving financial aid refunds
for the spring 2007 semester. Cur-
rently, students can only receive
refunds via paper check, but now
will be able to get direct depositing
or a debit card.

Students get a refund when
their financial aid outweighs the
balance on their account. For ex-
ample, students can apply for an
independent student loan or schol-
arship and then get back whatever
money is left after tuition and oth-
er fees.

Vickie Fredrick, vice president
of finance, said students will start
receiving their refunds the third
week of school next semester.

Janice Neal, bursar for Webster
University, said this December ev-
ery student will receive a packet
in the mail explaining the new re-
fund options, including a Webster
University/Higher One debit card.
The packet will explain how to log
on to the Web site http://www.
websterdebitcard.com, activate the
card and then choose a refund op-
tion: check, direct deposit or debit
card.

Neal said the purpose of the
new direct depositing and debit
card is for students to get refunds
quicker. She also said students
have been asking for this option
for several years.

“Students need their refunds as
soon as possible,” Neal said. “Stu-
dents will able to get the refund a
lot faster, within one to two days”

If students want to use the debit
card, they have to start a bank ac-
count with Higher One. Higher
One is a Connecticut-based,
FDIC-insured refund manage-
ment company to higher education
institutes, through Texas-based
Frost Bank, Neal said. The credit
limit on the debit card is the same
amount as a student’s refund; he or
she cannot spend more than that
amount on the debit card.

“It works like any debit or cred-

it card,” Neal said. “It can be used
anywhere MasterCard is accepted,
also at ATMs.”

Neal said there had been prob-
lems in the past with student re-
funds. Checks were stolen, some
were mailed to one state and ended
up in another or checks were sim-
ply lost in the mail. Direct deposit-
ing sends the money directly into a
secured account, Neal said.

Students who receive refunds
each semester have mixed feelings
about the new system. Junior Rob-
ert Royer, an accounting major,
said he feels indifferent about how
he receives his refund, but doesn’t
want to constantly receive banking
offers from Higher One.

“My refund normally comes
within a week,” Royer said. “Di-
rect depositing is probably a good
idea, but I have a feeling Higher
One is going to start marketing
students. Webster is probably ben-
efiting from the debit cards; it's too
weird.”

Sean Glass, chief marketing of-
ficer for Higher One, said Higher
One cannot under FDIC law sell
information to other companies.
He said students can go to the
Webster debit card Web site and
elect whether or not they want to
receive offers from Higher One.

“Students will not get calls from
telemarketers,” Glass said.

Senior Larry Morris, an audio
production major, said he likes
the idea of using direct depositing,
but not the debit card because he
doesn’t want to open a new bank-
ing account.

“I would prefer direct depositing
because it's much easier than run-

Wehster Debit Card
 HIGHEAINE

The Higher One debit card is one of the new options for students receiving
financial aid refunds. The card can be used like a regular debit card.

ning to the bank,” Morris said. “If T
have to go through another bank, I
wouldn't choose the debit card”
Glass said every student is sent
a debit card because it has a unique
identification number assigned to
each student. Students need the ID
number to log onto the Web site to
choose their refund option. The ID
number creates a web account for
students to use and monitor their
refunds. Also, if students change
their minds and decide to start a
new account they already have the

debit card.

Fredrick said a team of 13
people from student affairs, finan-
cial aid and the business office as-
sembled to discuss the issue of stu-
dent refunds. They decided to use
Higher One to exclusively handle
student refunds, even though it
costs the university money to go
through the company.

“The university pays for the
service,” Fredrick said. “There are

See DEBIT, Page 2
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Vote: Stem cell issue,
wage hike approved

FROM PAGE 1

would be no serious
changes in U.S. policy in
Iraq until Americans elect
a Democratic president.
“I think it’s very im-
portant that the Demo-
crats, in the best interests
of the party and balancing
out the political spectrum,
gain control of the Sen-
ate as well? Mendel said
after the Sunnen Lounge
projection screen showed
CNN announcing the
House for the Democrats.
Junior Courtney Ken-
nedy, a video production
major, said though she
was usually apolitical, she
was unhappy with Presi-
dent Bush. ' -
“This is a chance to
do what people should’ve
done two years ago,” Ken-
nedy said.
Junior Andrew
Bryson, a political science
major, said even with one

house of Congress, Dem-
ocrats could cause major
changes in the executive
branch.

“I think you're going to
see Bush come a lot more
to the center, he's going to
have to abandon the far
right policy that he’s been
pursuing,” Bryson said.
“Hes going to have to
draw back to the middle,
not a bad thing for any-

Amendment 2, an ini-
tiative that would pro-
tect stem cell research,
squeaked past with barely
51 percent of the vote.
An 80-cent tax increase
on tobacco products,
Amendment 3, failed
narrowly. Proposition B,
an initiative to increase
the state minimum wage
from $5.15 to $6.50,
passed with overwhelm-
ing support.

“This is ...
what people

should’ve

done two

body” 22
Xlso on the ballot, years ago'

- Courtney
Kennedy,

Webster
student

U.S. Senator
Claire McCaskill (D):
Jim Talent (R):
Frank Gilmour (Lib):
Lydia Lewis (Prog):

90% of precincts reporting

49%
48%

2%

1%

U.S. Representative

1st District

Lacy Clay (D): T4%
Mark Byrne (R): 24% .
Robb Cunningham (Lib): 2%

78% of precincts reporting i

2nd District
Todd Akin (R): 61%
George D. Weber (D): 37%
Tamara Millay (Lib): 2%
" 81% of pfacincts reporting .
: 3rd District _
Russ Carnahan (D): 66%
David Bertelsen (R): 31%
R. Christophel (Lib): 2%
~ David Sladky. (Prog): 1%

7% of precincts rep‘orlln_g'

State Auditor
Susan Montee (D): - B53%
Sandra Thomas (R): 44%
Charles Baum (Lib): 3%
Terry Bunker (Prog): 2%

NEWS BRIEFS

Literature conference Nov. 10 and 11

The School of Education will hold a conference for teachers
and librarians on literature for children and young adults.

Sessions are from 5 to 8:30 p.m. Nov. 10 and 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Nov. 11 at the Emerson Library Conference Room.

Author and Educator Steven L. Layne will be the keynote
speaker on Nov. 10 and Sharroky Hollie, co-founder of the Culture
and Language Academy of Success, will be the keynote speaker
Now. 11.

The cost is $40 for Nov. 10, $95 for Nov. 11 or $125 for both.

For more info, call ext. 7493, or register at http://www.webster.
edu/depts/education/clc006_07.pdf.

Career fair and workshops in November

Career Services will be holding a career fair from noon to 4
p.m. Nov. 14 in Grant Gymnasium.

Career Services also will hold workshops from 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Nov. 8 and 9 in the University Center Conference Room to help
students make the most out of the fair.

For more information, contact Career Services at ext. 6982 or
visit http://www.webster.edu and click on Career Services.

 0ld Courthouse photo exhibit opens

An exhibit entitled “Let Wonderland Tell Its Story: William
Henry Jacksgn’s 1871 Alberttypes” will be on display at the Old
Courthouse Nov. 8 through Jan. 21.

The exhibit features first printed depictions from photographic
images of geographic features in what became Yellowstone Na-
tional Park in 1872. Yellowstone was established as the United
States’ first national park.

Yes:
No:

No:
Yes:

Yes:
No:

. ‘ MAX GERSH / The Journal
Mark Abels (left), friend of former Gov. Bob Holden (middle), watches election statistics on a
computer while Political Science Director Dan Hellinger watches the results on CNN.

90% of precincts reporting

Amendment 2: Stem Cell Init.

913, 825
909,984

88% of precincts reporting

Amendment 3: Cigarette Tax

954,777
868,707

88% of precincts reporting

Proposition B: Min. Wage Hike

1,358,904
446,992

88% of precincts reporting

Students turn out for Obama at McCaskill rally

BY BREANNA HERSCHELMAN
bherschelman@webujournal.com

The crowd was getting restless
when after 45 minutes of stand-
ing in the cold, the man they were
waiting to see was nowhere in
sight. e ik

Thousands of people gathered
at the Worlds Fair Pavilion in
Forest Park for a rally for Senate
hopeful Claire McCaskill Nov.
5, but the main attraction was
speaker Sen. Barack Obama.

“I think (Obama) is a good
candidate for president in 2008,
said Bryant Gilmore, a sopho-
more scriptwriting major.

Once it began, the rally fea-
tured appearances from local pol-
iticians such as St. Louis County
Executive Charlie Dooley, Mis-
souri Secretary of State Robin
Carnahan, former Missouri Gov.
and Democratic Party Chairman
Roger Wilson and former Mis-
souri Sen. Tom Eagleton.

While waiting, a few St. Lou-
is citizens got up to give per-
sonal stories advocating differ-
ent amendments on the ballot.
Webster alumnus and Vintage

Vinyl co-owner Lewis Price spoke
on behalf of small business own-
ers.

Obama appeared around 5:30
p-m. He spoke about his new
book, “The Audacity of Hope
and how he found inspiration for
the title from his pastor’s sermon.
Obama said over and over that
change needs to happen in Wash-
ington along with a plethora of is-
sues.

“I believe in the capacity of
ordinary people to do extraordi-
nary things,” Obama said during
the rally.

Hundreds stayed after the rally
to shake his hand and encourage
him to run for president in 2008.

Gilmore attended the rally
with his friends sophomores

* Dorothy Colyer and Anastasia

Rucker, both legal studies majors.

“Dorothy told me (Nov. 2)
about the rally and I'm interest-
ed in what (Obama) has to say;
Rucker said.

Colyer said she heard about
the rally from her boss Luke Da-
vis, assistant director of housing,
who also attended the rally.

Sophomore Mac Ingram, an

OBAMA
international human rights and
political science double major,
volunteered for the McCaskill
campaign. He and four other
students from Webster arrived a
few hours early and were asked
to hand out signs and help with
crowd control.

Ingram, a resident assistant
in West Hall, created a Facebook
event to raise awareness of the
rally. As of Nov,, the event had 26
confirmed guests on Facebook. In-
gram said he opened the event up
to his floor and offered to carpool.

“T've done some phone banks
for Claire, and some work at
Webster to make sure people reg-
ister and go out to vote,” Ingram
said.

Phone banks are locations
where numerous volunteers call
constituents and raise awareness
of their campaign and other is-
sues.

One of the students that ac-
companied Ingram was freshman
Jessie Chappell, an international
relations major. Chappell said
she is interested in the political
process and wants to work at her
state’s capitol — Springfield, Ill.
— next summer.

Freshman Katye Ellison, an
international relations major, said
she came to the rally to get in-
volved in the democratic process,

While all of the students and
other Democrats waited for the
rally to begin, speakers blasted
jazz, gospel and R&B music. The
rally was scheduled to begin at
4 p.m., but did not actually start
until nearly 5 p.m.

Make money working for your
student newspaper.

The Journal is seeking to fill several editor positions for the spring semester.
Job responsibilities include generating story and photo ideas for student reporters,
as well as using Adabe InDesign to lay out a 2-3 page section on Mondays and Tuesdays.

Open positions include:

Managing Editor, News Editor, Copy Editor, LifeStyle Editor,
Photo Editor, Sports Editor and Online Editor

Any Webster undergraduate journalism student with an interest in newspapering is
encouraged to submit a resume, cover letter and clips to Dan Schreiber,
general manager, (247B Sverdrup) by Wednesday, November 22.

dschreiber@webujournal.com
(314) 961-2660, ext. 7538

Debit: Higher One will
manage student refunds

FROM PAGE 1

fees for every transaction.”

However, Fredrick said
‘Webster will avoid extra costs
by no longer issuing checks and
lines will be shorter at the cashier
windows. In addition, Higher
Oné will offer better student in-
formation protection.

“The university did not want
to collect and maintain all the
students’ banking information,’
Fredrick said. “It was a risk the
school didn’t want to take”

Jon Gruett, director of fi-
nancial aid, said he thinks using
Higher One will be successful.

“My impression is it'll be
more efficient and cost-effective
than doing it internally,” Gruett
said. “It takes quite a bit of effort
to keep track of all those routing

numbers.”

Miles Lasater, Mark Volchek
and Sean Glass, while attending
Yale University, formed Higher
One in 2000. The company has
disbursed $1.5 billion in refunds
to more than 450,000 students,
faculty and. staff, according to
Higher One’s Web site.

Glass said they started the
company to offer students a
faster and better way to get their
refunds.

“We felt large financial insti-
tutions ignore students because
student accounts don't make
money,” Glass said. “Students are
the least desirable customers.”

Higher One offers different
choices to students. Glass said.

Telemarketing

Earn $9-12
per hour

Part-time days or
evenings
No experience
necessary

Webster Groves
call
(314) 962-6000

Black Belt
Instructors

Part-time, evenings,
fun job, pays well.
Need a black belt in

a Korean, Japanese

or Okinawan Style.
Previous experience
with kids a plus.

Toll free
1-888-619-2131
M-F 9-5pm.

Looking for a job

to fit in with
your class schedule?

A job that has just the right number of
hours! Not too few hours but not too
-many hours to interfere with school?

Rockwood School District
Adventure Club ;
has the right job for you!

6:30/7:00 AM - 8:00/8:30 AM
Afternoon Hours 2:30/3:30 PM - 5:30/6:00 PM
$8:15 per hour
Ask about our Split Shift Bonus!
Call 636-861-7768

Morﬁing Hours
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SGA argues funding, -
recognition of groups

Ginsburg says groups are still feeling last year's budget cuts

BY ALEXANDRA SMITH After members of the Lions Ginsburg said. “\ J P F
asmith@webujournal.com Club said funds would be used for As;ideg from recognizing clubs, e and L fﬂr ¥ ree Tans
projects meant to raise profits for  SGA did its fair share of fund allo- & Service P R ‘c“& (40 min. Total)
At Student Government Asso-  charity, SGA decided to recognize cation at the meeting. Money was 2 ¥ W W
ciation meetings, it is common for  them - but as a non-funded organi- allocated from the Student Grant *) Scholarsh1p' Q%% With the purchase of 5 tans.
groups to attend for the purpose  zation. Fund for the Children’s Literature i opportunities ) % (100 min. total)

of asking for formal recognition
of their student organization — the
Nov. 7 meeting was no exception.

The discussions and questions
at the meeting regarding these deci-
sions, however, were a bit out of the
ordinary.

In past meetings, the process of
approving new student groups has
taken very little time. Club mem-
bers tell the SGA board a little about
their group, what the groups pur-
pose will be on campus and whether
the group intends to be a funded or
non-funded student organization.
SGA officers then vote on whether
to approve the clubss status.

Theprocesswasntquiteassimple
for the newly formed Webster Lions
Club, a service group committed to
the community of Webster Univer-
sity. There were also complications
for The Spark, a publication that will
serve as an outlet for student opin-
ions and open discussion of politics
and current events.

SGA members went back-
and-forth about whether the clubs
should be recognized and, if so,
they should be recognized as fund-
ed groups.

“I think we recognize too
many clubs as funded organiza-
tions when in the end they don't
really need it,’ said Fine Arts Sena-
tor Janele Moore. “A non-funded

“I like what they’re doing, but I
didn't see any purpose for them to
be funded;” Moore said.

Discussion about The Spark
followed, and SGA Adviser John
Ginsburg said deciding whether or
not a club should be funded did not
require a detailed account of how
funds would be used.

“SGA doesnt have to know
anything about (the clubs) funds,’
Ginsburg said. “They only get to
determine now whether or not
they get recognized. Clubs are not
expected to have their budgets pre-
pared when they come to this meet-
ing’

gBecause The Spark intends to
first be an online-only publication,
SGA members had trouble deciding
what their status regarding funding
should be. Vice President Kendra
Davis recommended putting the is-
sue on the table to be decided at a
future date. Instead, The Spark was
recognized as non-funded because
the SGA board could not see a ne-
cessity for funds at the current time.

Ginsburg said because of the
budget crunches SGA has faced
since the beginning of the year, the
executive board has been more con-
scious about distributing money.

“I think that this SGA has been
more focused on whether or not a
club should be funded because of

Conference, the Gospel Choir and
the Ultimate Frisbee Club.

At the end of the meeting, Arts
and Sciences Senator Mac Ingram
announced he will soon be resign-
ing from his position. He is doing so

in hopes of filling the comptroller

position next semester. Patrick Va-
cek, the current comptroller, will be
studying abroad in Vienna.
Ingrams resignation will add
more complexity to the game of
SGA musical chairs that started at
the beginning of the year and will
continue into next semester. In the
spring, Gabe Bullard will return
from an internship in New York
and resume the presidency, forcing
current President Dee Goines back
into the vice presidency and current
Vice President Kendra Davis back
into her education senator position.
There will be vacancies in the comp-
troller position, a graduate senator
position and an arts and sciences
senator position. Individual appli-
cants will be voted into these posts
by the remaining SGA members.

Goines said he is not worried

about the changes in the SGA ex-
ecutive board for next semester. He
said it should have no effect on SGAs
overall goals and commitments.

“We work as a body,” Goines
said. “Theres no individual that
runs the whole SGA”
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Only 2 Blocks from Webster University

8126 Big Bend Blvd.

Webster Groves, MO 63119

314-968-1449

Sellmg textbooks a car a hbus
: Garage sale7 Job openmg? Startmg

Sitters Wanted

Average $10 per hour. Register free for babysitting,

petsitting and housesitting jobs near campus or home.

Fall Special:

Expires 10/15/06

For more information go to

legitimate concerns of less money
www.student-sitters.com

being available than in past years,’

- club can come back at any time if
there’s a need for money”

Language dept. recovers

TOWER GROVE HEIGHTS-BEAUTIFUL 1st floor 1 3/4 BR Apt
available in DEC06. Hdwd, C/A, remodeled kitchen, W/D &
storage, private yard, garage, 1blk from S.Grand shops, Black-

thorn pizza, walking dist to Botanical Garden, library, Metrolink,
bus, hospital, etc... No pets. $800. Call Krista (877)381-0146.

Sleeping Room Available

after loss of three faculty

BY ANNA C. FORDER
aforder@webujournal.com

The department of interna-
tional languages and cultures
has some new faces this semester
due to the resignation of three
adjunct professors last May.

- The department . currently
has 18 adjuncts and four full-
time professors, said Mary
O’Donnell, department associ-
ate. Latin classes were cancelled
due to the professors leaving,
but will resume in the spring
2007 semester.

Emily Thompson, an asso-
ciate French professor said it’s
difficult to keep adjuncts and
develop curriculum in new lan-
guages, such as Mandarin Chi-
nese, because adjuncts aren’t
paid full salary if their classes
have less than seven students.

, Languages that are new to
the department tend to have
low enrollment for the first few
semesters, which makes it more
difficult to keep adjuncts for
those classes, Thompson said.

Thompson said the depart-
ment relies heavily on adjuncts.

“It had us kind of scrambling
to find qualified people to re-
place them,” Thompson said.
“It's something we always fear
in a department with a lot of ad-
juncts”

fessors leaving didn’t negatively
affect the department, and new
professors have been hired to fill
their roles.

Thompson said the adjunct
professors didn't leave the de-
partment because of a singular
trigger; they each left for differ-
ent personal reasons.

Two of the adjunct professors
left to take full-time positions at.
other institutions, and one left
because a spouse’s job was trans-
ferred, Corvalan said. Annalise
Brody and Melanie Butler, both
adjuncts that left the depart-
ment, were replaced before the
start of the fall 2006 semester.

Latin Professor Joan Hart-
Hasler was the only teacher
the department was unable to
replace in time for the fall se-
mester, so Latin classes had
to be cancelled for fall 2006,
O’Donnell said. Corvalan said
another Latin professor has been
hired, however, for the spring
2007 semester.

The members of the depart-
ment declined to provide the
name of the new Latin professor.
Corvalan, however, described
this new adjunct as “very quali-
fied” In addition, professors
were hired for Italian and Span-
ish positions. Members of the
department also declined to
provide the names of these pro-

man Brian Kennelly also left the
department May 2006 to take
the position of chairman of the
modern languages and literature
department at California Poly-
technic State University in San
Luis Obispo, Calif.

In addition to the resigna-
tions of the other three adjuncts,
adjunct Diana Pascoe still teach-
es in the department but no lon-
ger teaches English as a Second
Language classes. However, two
new ESL adjuncts have been
hired: Caroline Trachtova and
Anthony LaBaido, a  Webster

adjunct who teaches classes in .

journalism.

“I think we've recovered very
well,” O’'Donnell said.

Thompson said adding new
staff with different perspectives
is always positive, but it is dif-
ficult to acquaint these profes-
sors with the department and
Webster. Un-
like in many other departments,
she said international language
teaghers can't compensate for
one another. For example, pro-
fessors who teach French cannot
substitute for those who teach
Spanish.

It remains difficult, she said,
to find qualified language teach-

“ers who have the training, ex-

perience and understanding of
the culture necessary to fill the

Located in Overland. Working gentleman. $100 per week.

Interested applicants call (314) 427-6497
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New York City From Webster U!
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Mon-Thurs! Delivery Available!
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EDITORIALS
Voting problems aside,
people still flock to polls

Despite discrepancies at the
ballots Nov. 7, most citizens still
managed to get out and vote —
and it wasn't even a presidential
* election.

New technological advance-
ments at polling locations weren't
foolproof as electronic voting
machines throughout the coun-
try broke down. Some voting
errors were the cause of human
error — people just didn't know
how to use the new system.

Others, frustrated with the
failure of electronic voting ma-
chines, turned to the tried and
true paper ballot.

Some polling locations
weren’t able to offer voters the
latest voting technology, and in-
stead voters had no choice but to
use the paper ballot.

Because of mishaps at polling
locations — and people pour-
ing over the ballot, probably
struggling to make a decision
on Amendment 2 — some lines
were longer than others. How-
ever, others were short as vot-
ers moved swiftly, touching the
screens of the electronic voting
machines at what seemed like
warp speed.

Students shared stories of
their voting experiences and
it seemed volunteers at some
polling locations were strict on
voters providing identification,
while others didn’t even bother
to ask.

We at The Journal heard the
following observations from stu-
dents who made their way to the
polls:

o Inconsistency with providing
proper identification. Some poll-
ing locations required ID, while
others seemed to look the other
way.

» Confusion regarding cell phone
use. Voters were not informed of
the cell phone restrictions that
took action once they entered a
polling location.

« An abundance of canvassers at
polling locations. People stood
outside poll centers waving signs,
pushing buttons and pamphlets,
trying to sway voters before they
cast their ballot.

Aside from all the glitches
that surfaced election day, peo-
ple still got out to vote — and the
response to the 2006 midterm
election was overwhelming.

Webster showed support
Election Day with former Gow.
Bob Holden’s election party in
the University Center, where
political big whigs wined and
dined (sandwiches, chips, cheese
cubes, vegetables and cake) with
students, faculty and staff.

Those who trekked to the
polls election day, voter ID card
and license in hand, should be
commended for taking the time
out of their day to vote. After all,
every vote counts. -

On top of registration,
students faced with debt

Its that time of year again.
Students are looking for the
spring course booklets and hop-
ing to register in time to get into
their favorite class or fulfill a few
dire course requirements. Pro-
fessors and advisors are meeting
with students to go over degree
audits and even a few degree
changes. However,
some students are not having an
easy time with class registration.
With grant money and scholar-
ships becoming harder to come

by, students may frequently end
" up with an unpaid account bal-
ance by the time registration rolls
around. If the money isn't paid
soon enough, a hold is placed
on a student’s account. It usually
doesn’t matter how low the re-
maining balance is. Once a hold
is placed on a student account, it
is nearly impossible to get it off
without paying up.

It shouldn't surprise most
people that college students don’t
have money. That is, after all a
criteria for being a full-time col-
lege student — especially under-
graduate. Some students work
enough to scrounge up money
for food and bills, hoping their
financial aid, loans, parents and
any combination of the above
will be able to cover tuition costs.
As everyone knows, that doesn’t
always happen — whether due to
unexpected expenses, inability to
obtain financial aid or confusion

THE JOURNAL

The News Source

about the loan application pro-
cess.

Registering on time is vital
to graduating on time. Required
core classes fill up fast and most
professors are sticklers when it
comes to taking extra students
on the rolls. There is nothing sad-
der than a student crying on the
phone with the business office
administrator, hoping he or she
will temporarily remove the hold
on their account so the student
can register for classes.

Most students are too far along
in their studies to skip out on a
$200 balance and the prospects
of a Webster University degree.
So what is all the fuss about?

Students understand that a
portion of every university is run
like a business. But sometimes the
world can feel like it’s ending for
someone when they don’t know
how they are going to pay their
balance before classes are nearly
impossible to get into. Sometimes
all a student needs to ease them
from going into panic mode is a
little compassion.

Students — remember that
when you're running around
campus will a fist full of pink
ad/drop slips or waiting outside
of the Registrar’s office at 8 a.m.
waiting for the door to open so
you can get one of the three seats
left in a certain class — there’s a
little bit of light at the end of the
tunnel. :
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Tom Parr’s
specious argument

I'hope Iam not too late and not
piling on when I say that I wish
I had seen Tom Parr’s “Mets are
Pond Scum” monologue on the
Quad, after his specious claims of
Mets supremacy over the St. Lou-
is Cardinals (Point/Better Point,
Oct. 12 issue).

The fact Tom cherry-picked
attendance statistics from 1994
and 1995 to make an argument
about Cardinals fans’ supposed
bandwagon membership is lu-
dicrous, I suppose Tom knows
that, in 1994, Major League Base-
ball experienced its first player
strike since 19812 He may only
have been six or seven years old,
but that’s no excuse for him not
knowing his baseball history.

So, in a year when the season
ended six weeks short, it's under-
standable that attendance was
down. Given many fans displea-
sure with MLB after the record
strike (which canceled the World
Series that year), it’s easily under-
standable how attendance was “so
low” in St. Louis the following
year.

Check attendance across base-
ball — it wasn't until a certain an-

~ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

dro-chugging slugger, Mark Mc-
Gwireg, hit 70 home runs in 1998
that baseball really recovered. Of
course, Tom should know about
the record — New York Daily
News columnist Mike Lupica
wrote a book about how great
the season was, thanks to Cubs
outfielder Sammy Sosa and McG-
wire, who happened to be the St.
Louis Cardinals’ first baseman.
Attendance has been up ever
since then, for many reasons, the
main one being that the Cardinals
have been winning. Tom men-
tions 2000 as a line of demarca-
tion. Okay. From the 2000 season
to now, the Cardinals have com-
piled 658 wins versus 475 losses, a
.580 winning percentage. In that
same time, the Mets won just a
few more games (568) than they
lost (564), a .501 percentage.
Don't worry Tom — though
the Cardinals are the premier Na-
tional League team, there’s one re-
cord your Mets will always have,
that of the worst record ever, 40-
120 in 1962. I can't wait to read
more of your prescient prose.

Jeff Starck,

Alumnus 2003

Former Journal Editor-in-
Chief

Webster Works
Worldwide
not covered

It has come to my attention
that The Journal did not put much
effort into informing the campus
about one of our biggest events
of the year. An event that has oc-
curred now for the past 12 years
— an event that drew a grand to-
tal of 2,085 people at the St. Louis
campus and extended campuses.
An event that serviced 191 differ-
ent companies all over the world.
An event that at least almost all
of my professors took the time
to write into their class syllabi
and even an event that Webster
president Meyers took the time
to write a thank-you e-mail to all
that were involved.

This event: Webster Works
Worldwide. It would have helped
very much if there was some ad-
vertisement or even a mention of
this event in the newspaper be-
forehand in order to get the word
out to get people involved and
excited. What's worse is there was
still no mention about Webster
Works Worldwide in The Journal
after the event. No one is asking
for glory just because a group of

people went out and performed
some hours of community ser-
vice, but it would have been nice
if there were at least some fol-
low-up pictures and maybe some
quotes from students who did
participate.

I was informed that there is a
slight mention of Webster Works
Worldwide in the online version
of The Journal for the Oct. 26 is-
sue, but you would not believe
what I had to do to find it! There
is no article of the event, just a
picture that if clicked on is a link
to the Webster Works Worldwide
image photo gallery. Nice effort.
As the official Webster University
newspaper whose responsibility
is to report on the events of this
campus and the interests of its
students, faculty and staff — there
could have been a better job done
on this topic.

Ngozi Williams,
Soghomore,
International Relations,
Webster Works Worldwide
Planning Committee

o Read something that delighted or infuriated you?
 Write a letter to the editor!

E-mail your letter to letters@webujournal.com,
or drop it by Sverdrup 247
Letters should be 300 words or less.

Have more to say than you can fit in a letter to the editor?

Write a guest commentary!

E-mail your commentary to the managing editor
at scovington@webujournal.com or
drop it by Sverdrup 247
or send it to:

Managing Editor
c/o The Journal
470 E. Lockwood Ave.
Webster Groves, MO 63119

Guest commentaries should be no more than 700 words long.

We reserve the right to edit letters and commentaries.
*The deadline for letters is Monday the week of publication.

*The deadline for commentaries is Saturday the week of publication.

A mug shot is also needed to run alongside commentaries.

Please make sure to include your name, year and major (if student) or department (if faculty). Please includea

phone number for verification purposes.
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COMMENTARY

St. Louis does not deserve ‘most dangerous' title

Report issued by Morgan Quitno has flaws, ranks St. Louis as the most dangerous city in the United States

L

Mariano Ulibarri

According to the
FEBI — the very
source of Morgan
Quitno’s data
— reports like the
America’s Safest

are inaccurate and
should not be taken

seriously.

Just a few hours after St. Louisans fin-
ished celebrating a World Series victory
over Detroit, reporters from The Associ-
ated Press, Reufers and countless major
papers around the country sat at their
computers preparing a headline that
pretty much writes itself: “St. Louis beats
Detroit in crime as well as baseball,” or
some variation thereof. It was big news
for a day or two in our dangerous little
town.

The report responsible for the claim
was released Oct. 30 by Morgan Quitno
Press, a Lawrence, Kan.,-based research
company. The 13th Annual America’s
Safest and Most Dangerous Cities has
seen St. Louis top the rankings twice this
millennium — in 2002 and 2006. Ac-
cording to the report, the top five most
dangerous cities this year are: St. Louis;
Detroit; Flint, Mich; Compton, Calif. and
Camden, NJ.

The statistics used to determine a
city’s danger level come from the FBI —a
reputable source. Six categories of crime
are examined: murder, rape, robbery,
aggravated assault, burglary and motor
vehicle theft. Numbers are counted and
compared against national averages; cit-
ies with the highest percentage exceeding
that average are ranked accordingly.

After a full day, and countless articles
running the report, Mayor Francis Slay
made a statement. He claimed the figures
were flawed, pointing to a low popula-
tion estimate — Morgan Quitno report-
ed 346,000. However, Slay said the popu-
lations estimate is more like 353,000. Slay

also made mention of the much larger
population of the metro area and ulti-
mately used his moment in the spotlight
to tout new downtown lofts and restau-
rants. The much-needed response offered
by the mayor was weak. Why not attack
the very core of the report, Mr. Slay?

I am not a native St. Louisan, but I've

called this place home for more than
seven years, and I have to disagree with
Morgan Quitno. This is not a dangerous
city, certainly not the most dangerous in
the country. With a little bit of digging,
it’s easy to see the report should be ques-
tioned.

According to the FBI — the very
source of Morgan Quitno’s data — re-
ports like the America’s Safest are inac-
curate and should not be taken seriously.
While the statistics used in the report are
accurate, they are meaningless when tak-
en out of context — which is exactly what
happens in Morgan Quitno’s report.

Which is a better measure of danger

— being murdered or having your car

broken into? Morgan Quitno says they’re
the same. That’s right, all six crime cat-
egories are given equal weight — try tell-
ing a rape victim they are no higher pri-
ority than a kid whose bike was stolen.

In Morgan Quitno’s defense, they do
provide a disclaimer that the FBI, police
and many criminologists caution against
reports like the one they offer. Unfor-
tunately, the disclaimer appears in the
press-only area of their Web site, not in
the areas open to the public.

Mayor Slay touched on one fatal flaw

— the population of the greater metro
area — but failed to drive it home. In
addition to ranking individual cities,
Morgan Quitno also ranks metro areas.
In this competition St. Louis fared much
better, coming in as the 129th most dan-
gerous. Why such a large gap between the
city and its metro area? Am I supposed to
believe crime simply stops as I head west
out of Forest Park?

I know some terrible neighborhoods
in the St. Louis metro that aren’t in the
city and I know some wonderful neigh-
borhoods that are in the city. To slap
the label of most dangerous on this city
is irresponsible, inaccurate and noth-
ing more than fear mongering. Morgan
Quitno states their aim is to make cities
safer by letting people understand the
“true magnitude of their crime prob-
lems,” I call bullshit.

Twisting the facts and conveniently
excluding relevant context does nothing
more than further the problems these cit-
ies face. The report will keep people and
money out of St. Louis and contribute to
the already rampant white flight. People
don’t leave a city because it becomes dan-
gerous — a city becomes dangerous be-
cause people leave.

Mariano Ulibarri, a senior photography ma-
jor, is the photo editor for The Journal.

MOST DANGEROUS
U.S. CITIES

1. St. Louis
2. Detroit
3. Flint, Mich.
4. Compton, Calif.
5. Camden, N.J.
6. Birmingham, Ala.
7. Cleveland
8. Oakland, Calif.
9. Youngstown, Ohio
10. Gary, Ind.
11. Richmond, Calif.
12. Baltimore
13. Memphis, Tenn.
14. Trenton, N.J.
15. Richmond, Va.
16. Kansas City, Mo.
17. Atlanta
18. Cincinnati
19. Washington, D.C.
- 20. North Charleston, S.C.

Source: http://www.morganquitno.com
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Wise up before
signing dotted line

Students eager to sign a lease may be left dissapointed

Amy Swanson

Our first
mistake was
renting from
someone we
weren’t very
comfortable

with.

Initial here. Initial there. Sign
there. Date there. Sound familiar?
Millions of college students ven-
ture off campus each school year
to live on their own away from in-
coming freshmen, resident assis-
tants and rules. But it is not always
all it's cracked up to be. Case in
point: my first off-campus apart-
ment during the 2005-2006 school
year.

My roommate and I decided
to move off campus for our senior
year at Webster to cut costs and
hopefully gain more living space.

Our first mistake was renting
from someone we weren't very
comfortable with. It was obvious
to us he was unorganized, irra-
tional and a little strange. We just
wanted to be done searching for
an apartments, we were willing to
rent from anyone. So we signed
a lease from August 2005 to May
2006. We thought if we paid the
rent on time every month, there
wouldn't be any problems.

We were wrong. In September,
a month after we moved in, I re-
ceived a knock on the door. It was
our landlord and two other peo-
ple. He informed me they were the
new owners. The visit triggered a
warning signal in my head and
I wondered who would buy an
apartment complex sight unseen.

At first, it seemed the only
thing that changed was where we
sent our rent check each month.

Then in November, we received a
letter from the new owners stating
our lease was null and void and
we would have to sign a new one
with them or rent from month-to-
month. I didn’t understand why
our lease wasn't valid anymore,
and the letter didn’t explain why
nor would they tell me over the
phone.

Through my own investigation
at the public library, 1 discovered
an appalling loophole in the sys-
tem. One in which the renter is
left at the mercy of the landlord.
The law stated that in the case of a
foreclosure, a lease signed prior to
the foreclosure is invalid.

After I looked up my former
landlord in the phone book and
asked him point blank if the prop-
erty had been foreclosed, I found

‘my answer. Therefore, the new

owners could have kicked us out
with 60 days notice, torn down the
building and built a parking lot if
they wanted to. Luckily, they were
a realty company and chose to
continue renting the property as
apartments.

Unlucky for us, however, we
had to sign a new lease or rent
from month-to-month and suffer
a rent increase. A new 12-month
lease would have meant staying
until the following November,
which, if we weren't graduating in
May, might have been an option.

Even more upsetting, our secu-
rity deposit of $700 was gone. Our
previous landlord was in posses-
sion of it, and the only way to get it
back was to sue him. Of course, he
was bankrupt, and upon consul-
tation with a lawyer, we decided
it wasn't worth our time or effort
because he would probably never
pay anyway.

So there we were, no lease, no
security deposit and no idea what
could happen next. And more did
happen.

When we moved out in May, I
was penalized for not giving a 30-
day written notice even though we
did not have a signed lease with
the owners. I again consulted a
lawyer and was told that it was the
landlord’s responsibility to learn if
a tenant is moving out. However,
other sources did not agree with
this explanation. In order to get a
second opinion I contacted the St.
Louis Apartment Association and
the Better Business Bureau.

I also reviewed the Missouri
Attorney General’s Web site and
searched tenant laws and rights.
There I found contradicting evi-
dence with one document stating
I did not have to give 30 days no-
tice and another stating I did.

After five months of back and
forth between us and the owners,
we finally came to a settlement
with the help of the Better Busi-

ness Bureau. We were able to settle
at $395, or half a month’s rent.

It was an unfortunate situation,
and I am still not 100 percent con-
vinced which side was right, but
I am glad it is over. I am sure if T
followed through with a lawyer,
I could have ended up with both
my security deposit and avoiding
payment of any charges. However,
as a 22-year-old college student
with barely enough money for a
trip to Taco Bell let alone lawyer
fees, I am glad I didn’t choose that
route. ‘

I strongly urge students to look
out for their rights and educate
themselves on state tenant/land-
lord laws and rights. Also, be
aware of the specific differences
from state to state. Depending on
whom you rent from, be it an in-
dividual private owner or a real es-
tate agency, there are many differ-
ences in how they handle things,
so be prepared.

Tips for potential
tenants:

e Read your lease from be-
ginning to end and ask ques-
tions about anything you don’t
understand.

o Firstimpressions are key; if
you don't click with the land-
lord when you meet then you
should probably walk away.

®» Being able to communi-
cate well with your landlord is
also imperative.

e Make copies of every doc-
ument you sign and be aware
of every document you sign.

® Always write out a list of
damages and give a copy to
the landlord/owners.

o If something does happen
over the course of your lease
that you feel is unwarranted
or confusing, immediately
consult with public agencies
such as the Better Business
Bureau, the St. Louis Apart-
ment Association or legal aide
through the Missouri Attor-
ney General’s office.

e If you feel the situation
would work out better with
a lawyer, make sure you find
one familiar with real estate
laws.

Amy Swanson, a 2006 alumna, is a
guest writer for The Journal.

COMMENTARY

KFC eliminating trans fat
oes little to break habits

Overall choices, not fast food intake,

Alexandra Smith

The implication
that fast food
restaurants have
caused some
kind of obesity
epidemic is
absurd.

I can't tell you the last time I
thought about Kentucky Fried
Chicken. I don’t know that I
could even tell you the most con-
venient location to my home.

The fried-chicken chain
proved their status as a health-
consciousness eating establish-
ment Oct. 30 when their compa-
ny, Yum Brands, Inc., announced
it will switch to a cooking oil
with no trans fat in all of its U.S.
restaurants by April 2007. The
story was all over the Internet,
newspapers and radio.

I applaud Yum Brands’ effort
to promote reforming bad eating
habits by attempting to cut all of
the trans fat from its menu. How-
ever, | am somewhat surprised at

how this change is being spun
as a landmark decision that will
save us from our own poor din-
ing choices and make us an alto-
gether healthier society.

Formally defined, trans fat is
a type of processed fat that does
not occur ‘in nature. This fat is
made when manufacturers add
hydrogen to vegetable oil. This
process, called hydrogenation,
increases the shelf life and flavor
stability of foods. Research sug-
gests a correlation between diets
high in trans fats and diseases
like atherosclerosis and coronary
heart disease.

It seems to me that removing
trans fat from the KFC menu is
simply a way to disguise even
bigger issues. Removing trans fat
may make food potentially less
harmful, but it doesn’t necessar-
ily promote healthier choices and
a healthier way of life.

According to a Reuters article,
fast food restaurants around the
country have been feeling the
pressure to make achange in their
menus. Much of this pressure is
in response to the growing issue
of obesity, especially in children
and adolescents, throughout the
United States.

The implication that fast food
restaurants have caused some
kind of obesity epidemic is ab-
surd. In a 2003 lawsuit involv-
ing McDonald’s, plaintiffs sued
the fast food chain claiming it
was the primary cause of their
obesity. The case was thrown out
because the judge ruled McDon-
ald’s is not responsible for any
individual’s health status.

Fast food restaurants do not
single-handedly cause obesity.
No one ever went to KFC think-
ing they would get a healthy,
well-balanced meal. Bad choices,
among other things, cause obe-
sity. Reforming menus with revi-
sions such as zero trans fat does
not stop people from making un-
healthy decisions on what to eat.

I find it highly unlikely that
the removal of trans fat from
fast food menus is going to have
a noticeable impact on the over-

determine health

all healthiness of our society.
Though getting rid of trans fat
may be a step in a healthier di-
rection, it is not going to inflict
any kind of real change. The hype
surrounding this cooking oil
switch seems to promote an idea
that eating foods that are bad for
you is fine, and even better when
we can find an alternative or sub-
stitution to make them slightly
less bad for you.

Isn't that what’s happening
here? News flash: trans fat is not
the only thing making KFC's
food unhealthy. The change may
be noticeable, but it hardly puts
KFC on the list of the 10 smartest
dining options.

This change is a recipe for
disaster. Remember when Frito-
Lay introduced fat free chips? It
turned out Olestra, the synthetic
oil used as a substitute for dietary
fats in their chips, had unpleasant
side effects that made consumers
happier to stick to-the original,
less-healthy version.

If KFC and other fast food res-
taurants want to inflict change in
eating habits, they need to make
actual changes to their menus.
Substitutions aren’t enough. Of
course, you're always safe with
the decision of eating foods
that are actually good for you. I
will be much more hopeful for
the establishment of a happier,
healthier society when I see KFC
marketing that promotes eating
in moderation, exercise and an
overall healthy lifestyle.

Alexandra Smith, a senior jour-
nalism and dance major, is a staff
writer for The Journal.

WE NORMALLY CANT FIRE
VOLUNTEERS, BUT WE'RE
MAKING AN EXCEPTION.

| [THEN I CUESS I SHOULD TELL
YoU THAT YOURE A JERK AND

THAT NoBODY HERE LIKES YOU.| [
; | e

I coT FIRED
ToDAY.
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SLIFF
Film festival
returns to
campus

BY ANNA FORDER
aforder@webujournal.com

Webster University students

will get to see a sampling of in-

ternational cinema without leav-
ing campus when the 15th an-
nual St. Louis International Film
Festival comes to Webster. The
film festival is run by Cinema St.
Louis, a non-profit organization
that organizes and produces the
international film festival. The
festivals more than 200 films
and shorts will be screened Nov.
9 through 19 in venues a.round
the St. Louis area.

Michael Steinberg, director
of the Webster University Film
Series, said the film festival has
been part of the Film Series for
about five years. Webster will
host the festival Nov. 15 through
19 in the Winifred Moore Audi-
torium.

The most anticipated of the
films to be shown at Webster are
those of director Les Blank, said
Steinberg and Cliff Froehlich,
Webster adjunct professor and
executive director of Cinema St.
Louis. Steinberg said Blank was
on campus many times during
the ‘80s and ‘90s to accompany
the showing of his films, but
hasn't been back since.

Blank will be on campus Nov.
18 when he is honored by the fes-
tival with the Maysles Brothers
Lifetime Achievement Award in
Documentary. His documentary,
“The Tea Film,” which follows an
American tea importer to China
on a quest for the best tea, will be
screened at 7 p.m. In addition,
a tribute reel will be shown and
two of Blank’s current works will
be previewed. Blank’s documen-
tary, “Always for Pleasure,” will
show at 6 p.m. Nov. 19.

“The Naked Ape;” which will
kick off Webster’s portion of the
festival at 8 p.m. Nov. 15, has a
connection close to home. The
director of the film, Daniel Mel-
litz, is a native of St. Louis. The
film is about a summer road-trip
that begins in St. Louis in which
the teenage characters leave with
the intention of never returning.
Milletz, however, will return to
St. Louis and will be present for
the screening of the film.

Stephen Venoras “Board-
walk” a feature film about an
elderly Coney Island couple, will
show at 8 p.m. Nov. 16. Froehlich
describes this as a lost film be-
cause it hasn't been seen by many
people since the late “70s due to a
legal rights debate.

One of the documentaries
in the series will address work-
ers’ rights. “Maquilapolis: City of
Factories,” directed by Sergio De
La Torre, documents factories on
the border between the United
States and Mexico. Froehlich
said the film takes viewers into
the lives of women who work in
these factories and are then dis-
carded when they are unable to
work any longer. This documen-
tary will be screened at 5 p.m.
Nov. 18.

Such well-known actors as
Donald Sutherland, Ralph Fi-
ennes and Lara Flynn Boyle can
be seen in “Land of the Blind
directed by Robert Edwards.
This film about a fictitious politi-
cal revolution will be screened at
8 p.m. Nov. 17.

Steinberg said a major differ-
ence in this year’s festival is that,
unlike previous years, Webster
students with a current ID will
have to pay an $8 ticket price.
Webster students typically get
into Film Series events free, but
they must pay for the films that
are part of the international film
festival. Tickets cost $10 for the
general public and $9 if pur-
chased with a MasterCard. Ad-
vance tickets can be purchased at
the Tivoli Box Office, located at
6350 Delmar Blvd.

Webster’s portion of the fes-
tival is co-sponsored by Cinema
St. Louis and the university.

“Webster gives the venue,
Cinema St. Louis gives the films,”
Froehlich said. “And we split the
take equally’’

MasterCard is the major
sponsor of the St. Louis Inter-
national Film Festival, but Froe-
hlich said the festival has many
types of sponsors. Other spon-
sors include corporations such as
Anheuser-Busch, American Air-
lines, Macy’s; grants such as the
Whittaker Foundation, National
Endowment for the Arts and the
Regional Arts Commission; and
private donors.

Other locations of the festival
include the Tivoli Theatre, Plaza

Frontenac and the Saint Louis
Art Museum. More information
can be found at http://www.cin-
emastlouis.org.

ASHLEY GIESEKING / The Journal
Webster University dance students perform “The In Crowd Out,” choreographed by senior Sandra Struthers, to Marilyn Manson's cover of “Sweet Dreams” at the fall 2006 Choreograph-
ic Concert Nov. 2 on Stage Il in Webster Hall.

Three senior dance majors
debut self-choreographed pieces

BY BREANNA HERSCHELMAN
bherschelman@webujournal.com

Four years of intense dancing and
training finally paid off for three senior
dance students.

Bright lights, vivid colors and dancers
galore filled Stage IIT of Webster Hall Nov.
2 and Nov. 3 for the fall 2006 bachelor of
fine arts dance Choreographic Concert.
The theater had standing room only as
the three students each presented their
work as candidates for the BFA degree in
dance.

Seniors Ashley Illers, Tyne Shillingford
and Sandra Struthers each choreographed
three dances. The seniors began prepar-
ing with choreography proposals for the
concert at the end of last semester. The
dances included a solo, duet and group
piece from each senior. Each piece was
choreographed to a song of the student’s
choice.

The seniors each chose student danc-
ers for their pieces through auditions at
the beginning of the semester.

Beckah Voigt, associate professor in
the dance department, helped the seniors
with their performances.

“I saw each of their rehearsals a mini-
mum of three times during the semester,”
Voigt said. “But I invited them to invite
me to come and help as much as possi-
ble”

Shillingford’s ensemble piece, “Escape
to Freedom,” opened the show. The dance
featured different types of African danc-
ing and was based on escaping to freedom
through the Underground Railroad.

Junior Katelyn Minnick, a'dance ma-
jor, performed in Shillingford’s ensemble
piece. Minnick said she auditioned for the
BFAs in August, then was chosen for the
piece and practiced twice a week for an
hour and a half.

“I loved being in Tyne’s piece,” Minn-
ick said. “I had taken some African danc-
ing before, but not 4 lot, so this was a fun
challenge”

Shillingford’s duet piece featured
swing dancing and was titled “Harlem
1936 Her solo piece was called “Mind of

Darkness” and symbolized the effects of
Alzheimer’s Disease.

Each choreographer danced in her
own solo piece. The seniors picked two
dancers for the duet pieces and seven for
the ensembles.

Illers’ group piece was called “The Sev-
en in Us All” and represented personality
types she learned about through her psy-
chology minor. Seven dancers portrayed
different personalities through their
movements.

Illers’ solo piece "AnaMia” deplcted an-
orexia and bulimia. Illers had red marks
across her body to symbolize pain.

Illers’ duet “Crosswalk” was based on
the Bible verse Matthew 16:24, “then Jesus
told his disciples, ‘If any want to become

~my followers, let them deny themselves

and take up their cross and follow me.”
Struthers’ solo piece, titled “Sacrifice,”
was based on the conflict between the
head and the heart, she said. Her duet was
based on a commercial she had seen for
khaki pants she had seen. The piece fea-
tured two dancers in a romantic relation-

ship dancmg to Etta James” “Sunday Kind
of Love”
Struthers’ group piece focused on the

“balance between the preppy girls and the

gothic girls in high school. The preppy
girls all wore white tank tops and plaid
short skirts while the gothic girls wore
tattered black clothes.

Struthers has 20 years dance experi-
ence and is a double major in elementary
education and dance. Shillingford came to
Webster specifically for dance and wants
to dance for a company when she gradu-
ates. Illers has been dancing since she was
very young and is staying at Webster next
year to enroll in the master’s of fine arts
program for arts management.

In addition to dancers, other students’
had the opportunity to display their tal-
ent as well. Conservatory theater majors
helped in various areas, including lighting
design, set design and sound design.

The show lasted about an hour each
night.

Students go walking in Memphis

Cultural day trip included visits to Elvis’ estate, Stax Recording Co. and Civil Rights Museum

BY SHAWN DOOLEY -
sdooley@webujournal.com

Students took a one-day
journey through the cultural
history of the birthplace of rock
0’ roll via museums and a tour
of Memphis, Tenn.

“I didn’t know much about
Memphis,” said sophomore Jes-
sica Williams, a math and dance
double major. “I was very sur-
prised by the history of Memphis
and how the city highlighted its
history.”

The Multicultural Center
and International Student Af-
fairs sponsored the Nov. 4 Cul-
tural Day Trip to Memphis.
Forty-three students boarded a
coach bus at 5 a.m. and returned
around midnight. The trip was
open to all students.

There were five stops on the
tour, including Stax Record-
ing Co., Slave Haven, and W.C.
Handy House on Beale Street,
the Civil Rights Museum and
Graceland. Graceland was a 15-
minute stop, reserved for stu-
dents to take pictures.

The first stop on the excur-
sion was a tour of Stax Record-
ing Co. on McElmore Avenue.
Stax was the 1960s recording
home to artists like Isaac Hayes,
the Mar-Keys and Otis Redding.
Stax now houses the Museum of
American Soul Music.

The second tour was of the
Slave Haven Underground Rail-
road Museum. The museum is
the 1849 Burkle Estate, which
was a haven in the Underground
Railroad for runaway slaves.

The house, still in its original
state, showed how the Burkle
family housed runaway slaves.

The house has tunnels, which
slaves used to enter the cellar of
the house, and a trap door from
the tunnel onto the main floor.
The house was used as a safe
haven between the North and
South.

“T was really surprised about
the small tunnels and how slaves
squeezed through them,” said
junior Shayna Robinson, an ad-
vertising and marketing major.
“I thought the house was well
preserved for the age and what it
had endured through the years.”

The historical touf contin-
ued to Beale Street, which has
more than 25 specialty eateries
and shops, including B.B. King’s
Blues Club, Club 152 and Blues
City Cafe.

The final tour was at the Lor-
raine Motel, home of the Civil
Rights Museum. The Lorraine
Motel is known as the location
of Martin Luther King, Jr's as-
sassination. The motel closed
in 1982, and the Civil Rights
Museum was built shortly after.
Most of the original Lorraine
Motel was cleared, but some of
it was preserved. The museum
is a journey through the lengthy
history of civil rights struggles
from the early 1800s to King’s
death in 1968, along with cur-
rent civil rights issues.

At the museum, students
looked out from the terrace
where King was shot. A light
smudge of King’s blood still re-
mains on the concrete terrace.
Directly across the street, stu-
dents looked out of the boarding
house bathroom window where
James Earl Ray took the shot at
King.

“To tell you the truth, I didn’t

even know that King was killed
in Memphis,” Williams said.
“The museum kind of touched
me, just seeing the (terrace) King
was killed on and the room he
stayed in the day he was killed”

At the corner of the Civil
Rights Museum at Butler and
Mulberry Streets sat Jacqueline
Smith, who protested the Civil

Rights Museum. Her sign said,

“Stop worshipping the past.
Start! Living the dream.” An-
other sign posted on a light pole
by Smith said she has been there
the past 18 years and 291 days.

Sophomore Blake Murphy, a
broadcast journalism major, said
he thought the museum was a ben-
eficial educational experience.

However, Smith wanted the
museum closed. She thought the
museum was making money off
of King and his death and not
living up to King’s dream. For
every question Murphy present-
ed, Smith answered with refer-
ences to King’s book, “Where
Do We Go From Here?”

“I wanted to know where she
was coming from,” Murphy said.
“I think her view that the mu-
seum was exploiting King and
what he stood for had merit, but
why can’t there have been a me-
dian between the both?”

There has been one Cultural
Day Trip per semester for the
past couple of years, said Shay
Malone, coordinator of MCISA
and a Memphis native. Malone
said previous day trips included
Kansas City, Indianapolis and
Cincinnati.

“We really try to choose cit-

ies that have added educational
and cultural value,” Malone said.
“We want to learn more about

the city and not just sightsee.”

Malone said she selects cit-
ies that can be reached in four
to six hours and can be partially
explored in a day.

Williams said there might be
too many planned destinations
in such a short period of time
and some places wouldn't fit into
the day, but the tour stopped at
all five-planned destinations.

SHAWN DOOLEY / The Journal
Protestor Jacqueline Smith (left) responds to questions from Blake
Murphy (right), while Larry Morris and Byron Bagsby watch outside the
Civil Rights Museum in Memphis Nov. 4.

“I thought the trip was very
interesting and organized,” Wil-
liams said.

Most cities have a lot to of-
fer, Malone said, but a day trip
doesn’t allow a stop to half of
those places, leaving room for a
possible return. However, Malo-
ne said she is done with Mem-
phis for now.



The Journal « November 9-1 5, 2006

www.webujournal.com - Page 7

SLIFF Preview: ‘The Naked Ape’
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St. Louis filmmaker’s piece
doesn’t quite make sense

BY ANTHONY BARSANTI
abarsanti@webujournal.com

Only time will truly tell if the
homegrown Daniel Mellitz’s debut
feature “The Naked Ape” garners
enough praise to put the Gateway
City on the map again, but in the
short term, we can look to the
opinions of the St. Louis Interna-
tional Film Festival goers when
the film plays at 8§ p.m. Nov. 15 in
the Winifred Moore Auditorium
as part of the renowned festival.

The protagonist Alex (Josh
Wise) is a reserved, yet rather im-
pulsive young man, leaving his old
life behind in St. Louis — unbe-
knownst to his father — with his
two troublemaker friends for the
West Coast. On their way, they
meet Susie (Chelse Swain) and

" Kristie (Amanda MacDonald),
another unlikely pairing of friends
who are both searching for an ex-
cuse to leave their miserable lives
in small-town New Mexico.

A typical story of teenage in-
securities and overzealous ambi-

tions, the film is also narrated by
the voice of zoologist Desmond
Morris (played by Michael Jack-
son), author of the book with the
same title that observed the hu-
man animal through the scope of
zoology.

This strange appendage to the
action on-screen is at once a bless-
ing and a distraction.

In one scene, Alex gets rough
with his friend James (Sean
Shanks) and has a chance to stand
up to him after being pushed
around all the time, but the mo-
ment passes. All the while, Mor-
ris’ enlightening dictation tells of
how an alpha male sometimes
faces opposition from a lesser
member of the pack, with adrena-
line pumping through their veins,
but in the case of the naked ape, a
possible deathly quarrel is averted
due to such cerebral concerns as
morality.

While a rather amusing origi-
nal device for attempting to
evaluate the human condition in
film, it doesn’t resonate anything

worthwhile. Toward the middle
of the film, the leader of the pack
allows his secret plans to ditch St.
Louis altogether and get a job in
Los Angeles to beknown to his
compatriots.

Warning. We've just lost all
sense of reality and believabil-
ity. Recommended action: reverse
course and exit theater at once.

What doesn't make sense to me
about this film is why we are sup-
posed to care about what happens
to these characters because they
so misrepresent the true nature of
teenage maladjustment and hu-
man development. In a way, the
lackluster plotline puts to shame
the unique works of Morris, who
wrote several more books on the
connection between Homo sapi-
ens and the animal kingdom.

St. Louisans may eternally be
looking for greater attention from
the film world, but is homegrown
visual effects extraordinaire-
turned filmmaker Daniel Mellitz
the guise through which this kind
of exposure is warranted?

SLIFF Preview: 'Three Times’

~ Thrice-told love story
introduces audiences to Hou

BY JAMES HANSEN
Jjhansen@webujournal.com

For 20 years, Taiwanese director
Hou Hsiao-hsien has been making
films that, with few exceptions,
never made it past the festival cir-
cuit in the United States. Although
his films are available on DVD,
the cinematic experience of a Hou
Hsiao-hsien film is something that
should not be missed and will long
be treasured.

Luckily, the St. Louis Inter-
national Film Festival is giving
everyone the opportunity. Hou's
new film, “Three Times, is finally
receiving its St. Louis premiere, de-
spite having been more than a year
since its 2005 American premiere
at the Telluride Film Festival and
being already available on DVD.

“Three Times” chronicles three
romantic relationships in three dis-
similar years: 1966, 1911 and 2005.
Though each couple is different,
they are played by the same two
magnificent actors: Chang Chen
and Qi Shu. Each year and each
relationship deals with various is-
sues and tells a different story, but
they all revolve around the central
theme of our desire to love some-
one and our quest for that love. The
tales take place in Taiwan, but the
issues are clearly applicable to the
rest of the world.

As the film melodically drifts
from story to story, “Three Times”

feels more like watching a gorgeous
dream than a film. This can be said
for all of Hou's films.

The first story, titled “A Time For
Love;" is set in 1966 and revolves
around a young man (Chang) who
has been drafted into the army. He
is in love with a pool bar hostess
(Qi), but goes away with the army,
promising to write. Chang longs to
find Qi again and yearns for what
he once had. Hou uses the song
“Smoke Gets In Your Eyes” by The
Platters and the bouncing of pool
balls as a symbol for this entire
story.

The second story, “A Time For
Freedom,” is set in 1911 and is put
together like a silent film. Chang is
a young revolutionary and Shu is a
courtesean who wants to become
free. The dialogue between the
two uses intertitles, while Shu at
some points overlaps the dialogue
in song. The slow-paced flow and
tremendous cinematography bring
the story to life.

In the final story, “A Time For
Youth,” we are yanked from our
free-flowing beautiful era of 1911
and cut into a roaring motorbike
in modern Taipei (the capital of
Taiwan) in 2005. Hou’s take on
the lack of connection in modern
life has never been clearer and, al-
though far from tragedy, we come
to a somewhat bitter end in our
stories of love.

In the end, “Three Times” suc-

Y kkokok

ceeds on all levels and, above that,
seems to capture all of Hou’s previ-
ous films and ideals. Hou’s films are
not slow or boring, as some may
describe. Rather, they are patient,
attentive and completely engross-
ing. Specifically recalling two of
his more recent films, “Flowers of
Shanghai” and “Millennium Mam-
bo,” Hou continues to create much
of the same mood and feeling of his
previous work. However, “Three
Times” succeeds in being more ac-
cessible material for those unfamil-
iar with his work or for those who
reject his super art-house films.

Hou's work may be an acquired
taste for viewers, but “Three Times”
is a great first film to see from this
premier director. Often compared
to Ozu, Hou achieves the same
feeling with similar choreography
while always maintaining his own
modern spin. Beautiful, engross-
ing and quietly devastating, “Three
Times” showcases the art of Hou
and is a must-see in the incredible
lineup that St. Louis International
Film Festival has this year.

. “Three Times” shows as part of
SLIFE The film shows at 6:30 p.m.
Nov. 14 at Plaza Frontenac Cin-
ema. Tickets for the film are avail-
able exclusively at Plaza Frontenac
Cinema. There are no online tick-
ets sales for SLIFE Tickets are $10
for general admission, $9 for Mas-
tercard holders and $8 for students
with a valid student ID.

Webster jazz combo
promotes community

BY NIKOLE BROWN
nbrown@webujournal.com

Audience members filed into a
chapel, usually reserved for Sun-
day morning services, to listen to
the smooth jazz sounds of one of
Webster University’s 10 jazz combo
groups.

On Nov. 5 in the Singleton cha-
pel of St. Johns United Methodist
Church located at 5000 Washing-
ton Place, one of Webster’s jazz
combos played a selection of songs
for the St. John’s United Method-
ist Church Outreach Series. The
listening group was able to spread
out among the 180 seats facing the
pulpit, where the band began to set
up their equipment. As the clock
struck 4 p.m., the combo began
with the song “Autumn Leaves” by
Johnny Mercer.

Since September, the series
has offered free Webster musi-
cal performances on the first and
third Sunday of each month. This
was the jazz combo’s third perfor-
marnce. Due to the small size of the
stage in the chapel, St. John’s Pas-
tor Wally Shearburn decided not
to include theatrical performances
in the series and instead kept them
in the upstairs theatre. For now, the
series only includes free musical
performances.

The jazz combo that performed
Nov. 5 included John Lum on
drums, Mike Smith on tenor sax
and Jay Raymond on guitar. The
group, who plays together regu-
larly for class, usually includes five
student musicians, but the fifth
was unable to play due to personal
reasons. For the performance, Di-
rector of Jazz Studies Tom Byrne
joined the students by playing his
bass guitar. ;

Shearburn created the an out-
reach series as a way to bring the
Central West End community to-
gether. After receiving financial
assistance from a church member,
Shearburn approached Michael
Parkinson, chairman of Webster’s
music department, about being
part of the outreach series.

“Webster was the first place I
called Shearburn said. “I could
have called Saint Louis Univer-
sity or Washington University, but
Webster seems to be ahead as far
as performing arts. It just seemed
more natural”

Parkinson suggested a Webster
graduate student organize the
event, since at the time the busi-
ness school was practicing art
management for their assistant-
ships. Graduate Student Danielle
Woolery organized the event and
in turn received the stipend col-
lected by Shearburn. Woolery said
she was glad she chose the outreach
series for her assistantship as a way
to bring music to the Central West
End Community.

The jazz combo played nine selec-
tions, which ranged from the slow
blues of Miles Davis to the Latin
rhythms of the song “Spain.” After-
ward, the audience met the musi-
cians in a small reception.

Smith said he could see himself
doinga free concert again, but non-
paying gigs usually are not high on
his list, especially with the stress of
school. Since the concert was not
part of class, students were given a
choice in their involvement in the
show. Although not required, the
musicians were encouraged to play
as another way to practice.

“It was fun,” Smith said. “(You)
get experience and free food, who
can beat that?”

Byrne, who is the director of
two other jazz combos at Webster
University, said Paul DeMarinis se-
lected the combo for their playing
experience.

Dorothy Edwards, a member of
St. John's congregation and a self-
proclaimed jazz fanatic, said she is
glad Webster and the church part-
nered.

“It is more convenient for me
to come to the church to hear jazz

JENNIFER WENGER / The Journal
St. John’s United Methodist Church Outreach Series presented
Webster University’s jazz combo group, directed by instructor Tom
Byrne (left) and led by Tenor Saxophonist Mike Smith (right) Nov. 5.

now since it was much harder for
me to get out to Webster Groves on
the bus,” Edwards said.

Edwards said the event should
be advertised more.

Shearburn said since the atten-
dance remains around 20 audience
members per show, he hopes that
as the events continue — which
will include the choral society and
the guitar ensemble — word-of-
mouth will draw a larger audience.
He also plans to place an ad on the
radio.

Shearburn hopes to continue
these performances indefinitely,
as long as Webster University is
satisfied with the partnership and
members of the community con-
tinue to attend.

“(I think) this is more of an op-
portunity to come together in fel-
lowship for the good of the commu-
nity;” Shearburn said. “Because no
matter who you are, you can come
and share something together”

The Guitar Ensemble will hold
the next performance 4 p.m. Nov.
19, at St. John's United Method-
ist Church. The performance will
include solo and ensemble selec-
tions.

To see why James Hansen gave “Babel” one out of five
stars, see his review at http://www.webujournal.com.

Polish piano music fills Winnie Moore

BY RACHEL LEBO
rlebo@webujournal.com

The lively sound of a Slavonic
dance coming from the dimly-lit
Winifred Moore Auditorium was
illustrated by two people and four
hands on one grand piano moving
in a display of synchronization.

The “Pianos, Pianos, Pianos”
concert culminated the end of an
all-day piano ensemble event Nov. 4
that started with competitions and
ended in the concert. The concert
featured Janice Saffir, Paul Stephens
and Webster faculty members Pa-
tricia Weeks and Donna Vince.

The concert showcased works
by three Polish composers: Frederic
Chopin, Witold Lutoslawski and
Moritz Moskowski, in conjunction
with a film from the Webster Uni-
versity Film Festival by Krzysztof
Kieslowski.

Saffir and Stephens played du-
ets on the same piano. Weeks and
Vince played their duo on two sepa-
rate pianos.

“Jeux  denfants  (Childrens
Games), by French composer
Georges Bizet was played early on
in the concert and was one of the
darker pieces featured.

“These must have been some
scary games; Stephens said. “Most
of the pieces start out in minor, but
end cheerfully”

Saffir followed Stephens de-
scription with her own. :

“The title of ‘Children’s Games
does not mean these were written
for children to play, Saffir said.
“These are somewhat difficult, and I
believe Bizet wrote these for people
of all ages to listen to and enjoy”

Saffir’s explanation of the gentle-

sounding piece “Sonate for Piano,
Four Hands,” by French composer
Francis Poulenc, received a chuckle
from the audience toward the end
of the concert.

“This piece was arranged two.
ways, Saffir said. “It can be played

by four hands or on two pianos.
He might have written it this way
because the piece for four hands
includes a wide range of keys and
you're even closer to the other per-
son than normal. If you don't like
the other person youre playing
with, you're out of luck”

“Valse Brilliante” by Moskowski,
the last piece of the concert, brought
out all four performers, each play-
ing a duet on the pianos.

The audience of about 50
people, mostly residents of the
Webster Groves area, clapped for
the performers when the last note
was played. Some audience mem-
bers congratulated performers as
everyone left the auditorium. One
woman, as she was leaving, repeat-
ed “the repertoire was magnificent”
over and over to the person she was
with.

“It was exquisite; said Donna
Glomb, a resident of Richmond
Heights. “I've never heard anything
like this in my life. My daughter re-
cently started taking piano lessons a
few months ago, and I brought her
here so we could listen to a profes-
sional concert live”

After the concert, the Webster
University Film Festival presented
Blurring the Lines, a collection of
three films, “Personnel/Personel,”
“Curriculum Vitae (Zyciorys)” and
“From the Point of View of the Night
Porter (Z punktu widzenia nocnego
portiera),” by director Kieslowski as

1

AUDREY BURKE / The Journal

Guest pianists Paul Stephens, a private piano teacher from Kirksville (back) and Janice Saffir, a professor of music at Truman State University
(front), perform at the Nov. 4 concert of piano duos and duets entitled Pianos! Pianos! Pianos!

part of the regular schedule.

Weeks and Vince organized the
Piano Ensemble Festival. They be-
came a duo in 2002. Both perform
as freelance pianists and maintain
an independent piano studio.

“Saturday (Nov. 4) started out
with piano competitions for any
students that were in grades seven
through 12 Weeks said. “There

was a master class for piano stu-
dents afterward and for the end of
the day we decided on a recital. We
chose Polish composers to tie it in
with the film festival””

Stephens is a private piano
teacher in Kirksville, Mo. He has
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in
piano performance from the Uni-
versity of Missouri at Kansas City

and Ball State University. He is an
active collaborative performer and
adjudicator, someone that gives a
critical evaluation of performances
in competitions or festivals.

Saffir is an active performer in
solo, concert and chamber music.
She is a professor of music at Tru-
man State University and received
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in

piano performance from the Uni-
versity of [llinois and a doctorate of
music arts from the University of
Towa. She also serves as an adjudi-
cator and clinician.

Of the two pianos featured in the
concert, one belonged to Webster
while the second grand piano was
on loan from the Steinway Gallery.

#
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Thursday, November 9 -

» A Stress Management Workshop will be held from 11 a.m. to noon in the University City Sunnen Lounge as part of International Week. For more
information, call ext. 7649.

« A Nite In Vegas will be held from 9:30 to 11:30 p.m. in the UC Commons. There will be blackjack, roulette, poker and Texas hold-em. Food, drinks
and prizes will be available. Admission is free. For more information, call ext. 7105.

o Christine von Braun's documentary film “Beauty, desperately seeking. Concerning the history of beauty” will be shown from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in
the Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis. Admission is free. For more information, call 535-4660.

. » The Webster University Film Series presents Krzysztof Kieslowskis “Camera Buff” and “Talking Heads” at 7 p.m. in the Winifred Moore
Auditorium. :

« The 15th annual St. Louis International Film Festival will be held Nov. 9 through 19. More than 200 shorts, features and documentaries will be
screened with more than 30 countries represented. For a complete schedule and list of films, visit http://www.cinemastlouis.org or call 289-4150.

Friday, November 10
« A Nashid Concert with live music and drum circle will start at 7 p.m. in the UC Commons as part of International Week. For more information, call ext.
7649. :
o Science Uncorked will be held from 7 to 10 p.m. in the James S. McDonnell Planetarium at the St. Louis Science Center. There will be 36 different wines
to sample, desserts and live music by The Todd Mosby Trio. Tickets are $40 and you must be 21 to attend. For more information, call 267-9916 or e-mail
cfiles@slsc.org.
o The Webster University Film Series presents Krzysztof Kieslowski’s “A Short Working Day” and “Railway Station” at 7 p.m. in the Winifred Moore
Auditorium.

Saturday, November 11

» Puccini’s Madame Butterfly will start at 8 p.m. in the Anheuser-Busch Performance Hall on the University of Missouri-St. Louis campus. Tickets range
from $35 to $50. For more information or to purchase tickets, call 516-4949 or visit http://www.touhill.org.

o The Webster University Film Series presents Krzysztof Kieslowski’s “Blind Chance” at 7 p.m. in the Winifred Moore Auditorium.

Sunday, November 12

» Chamber concert with violinist Nicolae Bica and pianist Daniel Schene starts at 4 p.m. in the Winifred Moore Auditorium. Admission is $5. For more
information, call ext. 7034.

= The Webster University Film Series presents Krzysztof Kieslowski’s “A Short Film About Killing” and “A Short Film About Love” at 7 p.m. in the
Winifred Moore Auditorium.

o “The Oliver Sain Soul Reunions” will be held from 7 p.m. to midnight at BB's Jazz, located at 700 S. Broadway. There is a $20 donation at the door. For
more information, call 867-0451.

Monday, November 13
o Webster University Student Jazz Combos No. 2 will be performing at 7 p.m. in the Winifred Moore Auditorium. Admission is $3. For more information,
call ext. 7034.

Tuesday, November 14

» A career fair will be held from noon to 4 p.m. in the UC Grant Gymnasium. For more information, call ext. 6982.

» New York Times best-selling author Sharon Draper will discuss and sign her book “We Beat the Street” at 6 p.m. in the Schlafy Branch Library. The
library is located at 225 N. Euclid Ave. For more information, call 206-6779.

o The Webster University Film Series presents Martin Scorsese’s “Taxi Driver” at 7 p.m. in the Winifred Moore Auditorium,

Wednesday, November 15

» Author Daniel Woodrell will discuss and sign his new book “Winter’s Bone” at 7 p.m. in the Schlafly Branch Library, located at 225 N. Euclid Ave. For
more information, call 206-6779.

» The Webster University Film Series presents Daniel Mellitz’s “The Naked Ape” at 7 p.m. in the Winifred Moore Auditorium. Mellitz, director of the film,
will be in attendance.

Want your event listed in The Venue? E-mail us at calendar@webujournal.com
and get the attention of The Journal’s more than 3,000 readers!
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THE SAMURA\ OF PUZZLES By Michael Mepham
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Level of Difﬁculty: 3 Nov. 2 pUZZIE solution
2|6|5]7|3|9|8|1|4
Complete each grid so each row, column 114|18|2(6(8|7|9|5
and three-by-3 box (in bold borders) 719/8]4|5|1]6|3|2
contains every digit 1 to 9. For strategies 912|7(5/1/6|4|8|3
on how to solve Sudoku, 6/8|1|3|9|4|5|2|7
visit hitp://www.sudoku.org.uk. 5(3|4]8(7(2]9|6|1
4/7/6]|1/8|3]2|5|9
The solution to this puzzle will be pub- 8|12[9|4|5]3]7]6
lished Nov. 16. 35 9|6 2[7]1 |48
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Vote: Do they want it?

FROM PAGE 10

each candidate donned
spandex (red and blue, re-
spectively) and rollerblades.
They then made there way
to the starting point on the
sidewalk that circled the
Quad.

The race began and Mc-
Caskill pushed off to a great
start. McCaskill’s early days
as a roller-waitress at a Lake
of the Ozarks drive-in res-
taurant had paid off. Talent

though would not be left in

her wake. As if channeling a
higher being, Talent gained
speed near Emerson Library,
catching the challenger up
by the Gor-rock. Suddenly
a wave of 15, blue spandex
wearing roller-bladers fell in
behind Talent — gaining on
the now cognizant senator.

“I knew it!” bellowed
Talent, about to be over-
whelmed by a sea of blue.
“They all look like her!”

McCaskill had cloned
herself 15 times.

For the final test, the head
of I-EAT chose an eating
contest (no surprise here).
The food? Toasted raviolis.

“No problem-o” decreed

turtleneck.

McCaskills  confidence
was not shared by the 160-
pound, 30-inch-waisted in-
cumbent senator.

“ ... This is just another
case of the liberal media in-
flicting its will on the Ameri-
can — what the blazes?!” Tal-
ent marveled.

McCaskill,quiet through-
out Talent’s speech, had ap-

parently no interest in wait-

ing for the start gun. She was
already half way through the
first bucket and fervently
eyeing the second.

The two, still not grasp-
ing the whole fair play and
slander free concept of the
games, gave their respective
speeches.

Talent, knowing he was
well and truly beaten, con-
ceded. “The best man one;”
he said.

McCaskill, citing Talents
inability to finish even a sin-
gle T-Rav, quipped, “T'm just
glad you guys didn’t choose
pork — he works well with
that”

Ultimately, the winner
and securer of my vote was
Mrs. Claire McCaskill (D)
and her regiment of clones.

Spike: Play on

game against Principia, the Gorloks
played against Greenville College, a team
they defeated Oct. 31 in a home game
they won in three games.

Junior outside hitter Crystal Shelton
led the match with 19 kills and two aces.
Sophomore hitters Erin Grobe and Me-
gan Floarke both had nine kills through-
out the game and freshman hitter Jackie
Schall came out with eight kills.

“The match against Greenville went
pretty smooth,” Graf said. “We served
well and had seven aces with no errors.”

After the SLIAC tournament matches,
an awards ceremony was held and several
Webster players were given honors. Schall
and Shelton were named to the SLIAC All
Conference Volleyball Team First Team.
Klingelhoefer and Reigel were given Hon-
orable Mention. Schall also was awarded
Newcomer of the Year.

The Gorloks’ record is left at 20-10.
They were seeded sixth in the NCAA
tournament and will be playing 4:30 p.m.
Nov. 9 at Washington University against
Rhodes College.

Rhodes College, which is located in
Memphis, Tenn.,, is part of the Southern
Collegiate Athletic Conference. This is
the first year the Rhodes women’s volley-
ball team has won the SCAC and earned
their place in the NCAA competition.

Rhodes’ overall season record is 27-
11, while their conference record is 15-3.

ST, ol
PIZZA & WINGS

WEBSTER GROVES

9% Discount

*On any regularly priced item

for all Webster University

McCaskill, fastening a pa-
per-towel to the top of her

Sideline: Game ‘sweet’ from up here, too

FROM PAGE 10

found its way into the net. The
crowd of Gorlok fans grew silent,
and then the parents of seniors let
out a slow, melancholy groan as
they sensed their daughters’ ca-
reers coming to an end.

Then, on a missed clearing at-
tempt, senior Mary Bunt got the
ball near the right corner. She had
a defender to her inside and Mc-
Clure trailing her. Bunt dropped
the ball back to McClure, who
showed off her accuracy one
more time by placing a near per-
fect cross to the far post and the
head of sophomore Dana Vahey.
Vahey blasted the ball into the net
for the 2-2 tie.

“She made a hell of a pass,
and Dana was exactly where she
was supposed to be,” Bunt said.
“It was sweet!”

The Webster crowd finally
breathed a sigh of relief, but it
was a short one. The score was

only tied. The final five minutes
ticked away without a huge scor-
ing opportunity for either side.
The first overtime revealed some
tired Webster players as the Pan-
thers resorted to using their legs
to beat the Gorloks. Gorlok fans
were once again feeling anxious,
shouting more obscenities than
cheers. However, Principias ef-
forts went unrewarded as Webster
senior sweeper and captain Jen
Mcsheehy thwarted every Pan-
ther attempt to get the ball deep
in the zone. McSheehy’s efforts
revived the fans.

“You can’t go in there! Jen lives
there!” yelled Webster fans.

The second overtime was full
of scoring chances for both teams,
but neither side was able to score
the golden goal that would-deem
them Conference champs. After
110 minutes, there wasn't a clear
winner, so the Conference Cham-
pionship went to penalty kicks.

To my left were dozens of

fans who were too scared to
even watch what was unfolding.
With their backs to the field, they
cheered when Webster scored,
and agonized when Principia did
the same. Across the field was the
bench of the Webster Gorloks
— huddled together keep their
knees from collapsing.

The last penalty shot came.
Webster had the lead 4-3, and
Principia midfielder Jamie Fur-
bush stepped into the box. Over
my shoulder I noticed a wom-
an who was close to a nervous
breakdown with her head bur-
ied in her hands — her husband
standing over her, eyes glued to
the field. Suddenly, he screamed
and jumped out of the stands.
The woman looked up and saw
the scene of mass hysteria. Fur-
bush had hit the post, and the
fans were storming the field.

I sat back and watched Gorlok
nation in all its glory.

students with valid student ID

314-968-2424
8567 Watson Roac
just east of Elm and Roc
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COMMENCEMENT
SPEAKER
NOMINATION

Webster University President,
Richard S. Meyers, requests your
nomination for an individual to serve
as the speaker at the
-88th Commencement Ceremony

~ on May 12,2007,

This special honor recognizes an
individual, not associated with
Webster University, for his or her
academic, professional or civic
accomplishments and
contributions to society. The
individual chosen as speaker will also
receive an Honorary Doctorate Degree.

Nominations are due by
December 15, 2006.

Please be specific in your
justification statement for this honor
and provide as much information as

possible on the individual
you wish to nominate.
Thank you for your participation.

= _=

| nominate

NOMINATION FORM

ATTENTION STUDENTS

to be the 2007 Commencement Speaker.

| believe

deserves this honor because

1
w

Do you know this individual personally? Yes No

Do you have personal contact with this individual? Sifes No

How may we contact this individual?

Phone: ()

Cell phone: ()

E-Mail:

Address:

Thank you for your recommendation.

Name;

Phone: (_ )

E-Mail:

Please submit this form to Karen Luebbert, Executive Office, Loretto Hall,
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